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THE WARS AT HOME
Montpelier provides interesting insights for
parents and alums, but the recently published
statements by a JMU student indicate an appalling ignorance of history on her part, with no editorial response by the magazine. In the Summer
(2003] edition, Ms. Ann Huegelmeyer ('03) states
that she was inspired to create a kite showing U.S.
aerial attacks on other countries because, "With
the exception of the Civil War, Americans have
not seen the destruction of war within our country." It is unclear whether she is ignorant of the
facts or chooses to ignore them. Leaving aside
the War of 1812, with its widespread destruction,
including official Washington, D.C., the United
States was attacked- from the air- on Dec. 7,
1941, and again on Sept. 11, 2001. Those attacks
on the United States provoked the U.S. responses
highlighted by Ms. Huegelmeyer in her artwork.
Like her kite, history is a series of events linked
together by cause and effect.
Joseph M. Bracken ('OSP)

DUKES FOOTBALL
IS FAMILY FARE
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We brought our two
children to the JMU
football game against
Hofstra on Sept. 20 and
had a wonderful day as a
family. One of the major
highlights for our 5-yearold daughter, Natalie, is
finding Duke Dog and getting her picture taken
with him. She searches for him throughout the
whole game, wondering where he is and when
he's going to come near our seats. It's the same
thing at basketball games. She always gives him
a high - five and a hug. What a gr eat mascot. In
fact, she had money saved up to purchase her own
Duke Dog at the bookstore, and she and I left the
game a couple minutes early to buy it. Our 10-

year-old son, Ryan, a major sports fan
and Dukes fan, came running into the
bookstore after the game with his dad to tell me
the Dukes pulled out a victory in the last minute.
He couldn't believe I left the game and missed it.
What a great victory and exciting game this was
- a perfect ending to a perfect day at )MU. We
really enjoy coming back to campus and attend ing games. We a lso love the magazine. Keep up
the great work.
Pam {'84) and Sonny ('82) Dyke
Front Royal, Va.
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MAKING BEAUTIFUL MUSIC
I was most impressed and pleased to read the
recent [Spring 2003] JMUWorks article highlighting the service ofJMU alumni in the Salem
City Schools. It was very well done and accorded
our music instructors recognition that they
richly deserve.
Our teachers' individual and collective service
to the children of Salem speaks well for the music
education program at JMU. They have provided
and continue to provide quality music instruction
and positive role models for our students.
On behalf of the Salem City School Board and
myself, I extend our congratulations and kudos to
our teachers for their dedication to excellence in
music education and to )MU for its commitment
to the preparation of outstanding teachers.
N. Wayne Tripp, Superintendent
City of Salem (Va.) School Division

Montpelier welcomes letters about stories and issues raised in the magazine. Letters are
subject to editing, and not all letters can be published, n or can they be returned. Anonymous letters will not be published. Send yo ur letters to
"22807," Montpelier, Rockingham Hall, Office
271, MSC 5718, )MU, Harrisonburg, VA 22807 or
montpelier@jmu.edu.
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HOMECOMING
With young children in tow, Homecom ing is part adventure, part nostalgia, as
former Breezers Drew ('94) and Nicole
Motley vanEsselstyn ('95) meet up with
old friends and reacquaint themselves
with a transformed campus.

GLAMOUR AND GLITZ

FURTHER PURSUITS

Alumni, donors and other VIPs step out in style to celebrate at the annual Homecoming Gala and to honor former

1 0 Gov. Mark Warner visits
campus and unveils
"Education for a Lifetime"

NFL All-Pro Charles Haley ('87) and former New England

Journal ofMedicine Editor Marcia Angell ('60).

2 1 A Madison Century - a look
at JMU's first 100 years

ALUM NAMED 2003
MILKEN EDUCATOR
Alexander B. Carter ('94) is one of 100 teachers hon-

22

In Your Face: Three Dukes
with championship form

44

The Pendragon Institute: A
dragon in trouble reunites
two alumni after two decades

ored by the prestigious Milken Family Foundation's
National Educator Awards, the largest teacher recognition program in the United States.

THIS SHINE IS
ALL SUBSTANCE
Music industry professor David Cottrell and alumna
Melanie Alnwick ('89) receive the ultimate TV honor.
Each wins the coveted Emmy.

SOUTH POLE SPIRIT
Satellites, computers and high-tech fabrics have changed
life on the world's highest, coldest, most isolated - and
still dangerous -

continent. Shayne Clausson ('95)

recounts his year at the South Pole.

Montpelier tells the JMU story by
telling the stories of JMU people.
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' Our aim by the university's centennial in 2008 is for JMU
to be the prototype of a new kind of university.'

4

Great accomplishments come not from
having modest goals but from having high and
challenging aspirations. James Madison University's enormous success in recent years has
come, in large part, because of the university's
tradition of seeking the absolute best in everything it undertakes - never being satisfied
with being average or just above average.
JMU has enjoyed a multitude of successes in recent years. National surveys have
praised JMU for everything from the quality of its food to its students' commitment to
volunteerism to the high degree of technology available on campus. As a whole, JMU
has been cited over and over again not only as
one of America's best universities of its type
but also as one of the best values available for
the higher education dollar. For 10 years in a
row, JMU has been ranked the best master's
level public university in the South by U. S.
News & World Report - the magazine that
had the first, and still the most respected, of
the college polls.
While these honors bring a great deal of
pride to the JMU community, we aspire to

higher goals. We want JMU to be much more
than the best comprehensive public university in the South.
Our aim, by JMU's centennial year in
2008, is for the university to be the prototype of a new kind of university- one
that currently does not exist in this country. It is our aim for JMU to emulate
the best qualities that a student would
find at the finest doctoral research
universities in the country, along with
the best qualities that one would find
at the most prestigious small liberal
arts colleges.
We want to offer the breadth of programs, the world-class scholars, the stateof-the-art facilities, the benefits of scale and
mass, the research and discovery opportunities, the independence and challenge, the programs of distinction, the diversity, the public
exposure and the bright students one finds
at the better research universities.
At the same time, we want to offer the
student-centered climate, the liberal education, the personal commitment, the high
level of service, the high level of support, the
opportunities for character development and
civic responsibility and exposure to superlative teaching.
A goal of this magnitude is not reached
overnight. We have been heading toward this
objective for several years, beginning with the
establishment of 29 defining characteristics.
The characteristics spell out things that we
want to do better and also the many things
the university does well, some of which JMU
has excelled at for nearly a century.
While there is always room to enhance
any effort, there are many positive signs that
JMU is headed in the right direction.
The quality of our faculty grows each
year. Our professors have earned dozens of
prestigious awards, are involved in state-ofthe-art research and have an extraordinarily
high rate of success in the funding of grant
and contract proposals. As well as demonstrating commitment to their academic disciplines, our professors exhibit an unwavering dedication to the art of teaching.

In addition to having a faculty that is committed to their intellectual well-being, our
students find themselves on a campus that is
student-centered like few in the country.
Our physical plant, strained by rapid growth
in the late 1990s, is quickly expanding. More
than $100 million in new construction will
be completed within the next few years. This
will give the university, among other facilities, a center for the arts, a music recital hall,
a chemistry-physics building, an athleticsacademic performance center, a new library
and several major renovations.
A significant portion of funding for several of these construction projects will come
from private donors. This is another area where
great improvements have been made. Record
levels of private donations - as well as sponsored research - were set last year.
Even though private funding has increased,
the university must significantly further
enhance outside support to retain and hire
faculty members, fund scholarships, and
improve programs and facilities.
Efforts toward improvement are being
made throughout the university. One particular area that we are addressing is the diversity of our student body, faculty and staff. The
presence of a multitude of cultures, races and
ethnic groups is essential for true greatness in
any university to achieve diversity of thought.
Several university committees are now working hard to identify ways in which we can
enhance diversity on our campus.
Our goal for the centennial year of 2008
is straightforward: We want to be even better
than we are today. What we want to become
- blending the best of large research universities with the best of small liberal arts colleges - doesn't exist anywhere in the country. With your help, and the help of everyone
in the JMU family, we can embody that new
type of university.

Linwood H. Rose
President
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President launches major endeavor
to enhance diversity on campus
African-American, Asian, Hispanic and
other minorities make up less than 10 percent ofJMU's student population. A "diverse
community whose members share a common
JMU experience" is one of the university's
29 defining characteristics, stresses Rose.
"Undertaking this effort now is essential.
Our graduates and employees will work and
live in diverse settings. The prospects for
President Rose taps Daniel Wubah to chair I their success are enhanced by exposure to
a presidential commission on diversity and ' different perspectives, different interpretanames subcommittee chairs: Michael Walsh,
tions and different points of view."
director ofadmissions, Robin Byran, director
Daniel A. Wu bah, associate dean of the
of information systems and Alexander Gabbin
College of Science and Mathematics and a
(not pictured) professor of accounting.
professor of biology, assumes a one-year
JMU President Linwood H . Rose has
appointed a presidential commission to
create a blueprint for en hancing diversity
at JMU. "Despite the best of intentions, our
past efforts to enhance diversity on our campus have fallen short of the results we desire,"
says Rose. "We've been only marginally successful in our efforts to further diversify our
faculty, staff and student populations."

appointment as special assistant to the
president to chair the Presidential Commission for Diversity in Student Admission and
the Employment of Faculty and Staff. "Dr.
Wubah has been a champion for diversity at
JMU," says Rose. "He understands the benefits of diversity in education for our students
and employees."
The commission is composed of three
subcommittees that will review JMU's past

efforts to enhance employment and student
admission and assess similar efforts within
higher education and elsewhere.~
1

Best value: a big bang
for the educational buck

1

The publishers of Kiplinger's Personal
Finance magazine have ranked JMU among
the "best values" of U.S. public colleges and
universities based on quality and cost. JMU
was rated 47th in value nationally for outof-state students and 51st for in-state students in Kiplinger's "100 Best Values in Public Colleges" on its Web site, Kiplinger.com.
JMU was included in the top-100 listing
based on such quality measures as admission rates, student-faculty ratios, four- and
six-year graduation rates, instruction costs
per student and library resource funding.
After the top 100 were selected on quality
alone, they were ranked based on a combination of quality and cost measurements,
including total cost for in-state students,
average percentage of financial needs met
by aid, average costs for students with and
without need of financial aid and the average amount of debt students accumulate
before graduation. M
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"I believe that what we want
JMU to be is a combination of
the best qualities of a collegiate
experience that one would get
at the finest doctoral research
universities and at the best, usually smaller, liberal arts colleges
in the country," said President
Linwood H. Rose in his keynote
speech. He and his wife, Judith,
congratulated honorees and
mingled with guests at the Homecoming Gala.

Tom Carr ('84), below with wife Maribeth and daughter Caroline, received the Inez Graybeal Roop Distinguished
Alumni Service Award at the gala. Carr, a major account manager of Cisco Systems Inc, helped found the 50-strong Tech nology
Alumni Group, which has been instrumental in bringing wireless networking into two JMU academic buildings, Carrier Library, Warren
Hall, the Leeolou Alumni Center and the College Center. The alumni
group has also lobbied the Virginia General Assembly for technology
funding and garnered corporate financial and recruiting support from
several technology and communications companies.
"Wireless is the
way it is in the
business world,"
said Tom Carr
('84), whose TAG
group formed a
business Web
for the university
community.
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It's all in the details. University staff
glammed up the College Center for
alumni, who enjoyed cocktails, dinner
and dancing to Blue Suede.
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The JMU Alumni Association
named its service award "in honor
of an alumna who is nearly without equal when it comes to serving her alma mater. For 69 years,
Inez Graybeal Roop {'35) (far left)
has been volunteering to advance
the interests of the university." The
alumni board member and former
board of visitors member has also
made significant scholarship gifts
to the university. She attended the
Homecoming gala with Ralph, her
husband of 65 years.

Charles Haley ('87) found fans among JM U's other stars. At the banquet, JMUpresented one of the
alumni achievement awards to the NFL All-Pro. The author of All the Rage: The Life of an NFL Renegade A handful of gold and memories highlight a gridiron great's career.
is the first and only NFL player to be a member of five Super Bowl teams.

Celebrated as one of the
gala's two Honorary Alumnus
Award recipients, JMU's first
NCAA football coach, Challace
McMillin, recruited that original team from the class registra tion lines and went on to coach
three future NFL All-Pros. Former JMU Athletics Director Dean
Ehlers called McMillin "an exceptional individual and an outstanding Christian."

Businessman and former
board of visitors Rector Zane
D. Showker, the evening's second Honorary Alumnus Award
recipient, has offered moral support and friendship to three JMU
presidents and has also made significant gifts to both the College of Business and intercollegiate athletics.

Accepting his award, Charles Haley ('87) said, "It's been a long time
since I've been back to JMU and enjoyed some of these glory days."
Speaking directly to his former coach from the dais, Haley added,
"Coach McMillin, I have to say, you're a father figure for me.
"I didn't always listen well," the NFL All-pro told alumni, friends
and his wife, Karen ('86, '89M). "But I heard everything he said. He
taught me how to appreciate the game. He taught me winning wasn't
the most important thing; it was the only thing. I learned that lesson
well. He taught me to set my goals high. All the lessons he instilled
in me, I think that, with him and Madison, and Dr. Carrier walking
around - his presence was felt - I just felt at home when I came
to Madison, and I just enjoyed that whole experience. Even though
John Madden called it 'Dolley Madison University,' I appreciate it
and thank you a lot for this award."

Picked by San
Franc isco in
the 1986 NFL
Draft, Haley was
acquired by the
Dallas Cowboys
in 1993. At JMU,
he was named an
All-American as a
senior and never
missed a game
during his career
with the Dukes.
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Named by Time magazine in 1997 as one of the "25 most influential people," Marcia Angell ('60) is a leading voice in the national
debate on health care. The senior lecturer at Harvard University Medical School's Department of Social Medicine received JMU's alumni
achievement award at the gala. "When I first came to what was then
called Madison College ... JMU was a very different place," Angell
said. "It was small, peaceful, still beautiful, but rather isolated. There
were only about 1,000 women here and a couple of hapless male day
students. But the education was superb. The faculty, and it all came
from the faculty, was devoted to teaching. They not only knew their
subject, but they knew every one of the students intimately.
"But there were problems. It was a little cloistered .... It was a little
removed from the real world. So when I came back a few years ago to
give a series of lectures, I was amazed at how JMU had changed, and
how it had stayed the same too. I was delighted to find that the education was still superb. If you can judge by the students I spoke with,
they were bright; they were interested; they were committed to learn ing. But, in addition, JMU had become a lively, dynamic socially and Even when you're tops in your field like Marcia Angell ('60), forpolitically aware place ... I was delighted at the evolution here, . .. that mer New England Journal of Medicine editor, it's still an honor to
you're all going in the right direction. I'm prouder than ever to be an reminisce with one of your mentors. Angell caught up with John
alumna of JMU. I'm deeply honored by this award."

Stewart, JMU professor emeritus of German, at the gala.
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National Milken Educator Award
winner Alex Carter ('94) has a positive effect on every student that
crosses his path. "From the moment
that I walked into his ninth-grade
history class at C.D. Hylton , he
changed my perspective on history
for the rest of my life," says ]MU
junior Sean Weddel.

Fashion be damned,
it's still the noblest profession
Not being a slipper aficionado, Alexander Carter
opted for his trusty, comfy flip-flops. It was, after all,
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"Sweats & Slippers Day" at C.D. Hylton High School's 2003
Homecoming Week.
"The Virginia state superintendent for public instruction [who
was making a special appearance at school that day) won't mind,"
Carter thought. "She won't take the fashion statement as disrespect-

ful. Showing school spirit is all part of being a great teacher."
As it turns out, Alex Carter
('94) knows a lot about great
teaching. The superintendent's
visit and the all-school assembly both were part of a stealthy
ruse to get the teacher before the
entire school.
All thoughts about bad
fashion disappeared as Carter
accepted a $25,000 Milken Family Foundation National Educator
Award before 2,500 students, 200
colleagues, local and state officials and distinguished guests.
The Milken awards, the largest
teacher recognition program in
the nation, recognized 100 teachers in October with the prestigious award. Carter, a ninthgrade social studies teacher,
was one of two Virginia educators to earn the honor.

Co -conspirators with the
principal a nd superintendent
at C.D. Hylton High that day
were four former Milken Educator award winners, including
Phil Bigler ('74, '76M), director of the James Madison Center and 1998 National Teacher of
the Year. "The neat thing about
the Milken award is that you're
welcomed into a society of former winners," says Bigler. "You
join a coalition of2,000 top educators who have access to a variety of expert resources to help
cultivate and expand innovative programs in their classrooms, schools and districts.
And there's no formal nomination process. The Milken Foundation finds you. This award celebrates the outstanding work that

our teachers are doing to
secure our nation's destiny and ensure our children's dreams."
Dubbed the "Oscars of Teaching" by Teacher Magazine, the
Milken Foundation Educator
Awards were created in 1985 to
reward, retain and attract the
highest-caliber professionals
to the nation's schools. "There's
no way to angle for something
like this. You know that it's a
real honor," says Carter, a new
father who plans to use the unrestricted $25,000 award to start
a college fund.
Carter credits one of his
JMU professors with helping him become a nationallyrecognized teacher. "My favorite
professor was Dr. [Skip) Hyser
in the history department," says
Carter. "He showed me the two
things that you need to be a good
teacher: intimate knowledge of
your subject matter combined
with a passion for teaching it.
"The best hint that I can
give JMU students studying to
be teachers - save your notes
- especially if they are in an
intensive subject. Your notes
are incredible. That's how you'll

1

keep the attention of your students - from the stories in your
notes. And, I don't use a lot of
gimmicks. I believe if you want
to teach kids to really get the
information, you have to really
teach it."
Carter's influence on his
students echoes the lasti ng
inspiration that he received
from Hyser. JMU junior Sean
Weddel, a former student of
Carter's, attests, "Mr. Carter
placed the fire in my heart for
history. He is the person who
made the biggest impact on my
decision on what to become in life
- a high school history teacher.
He is the type of teacher who
loves what he does and makes
class 100 times more interesting. He is the man that I want to
become, though I believe that's
next to impossible."
Carter has taught at C.D. Hylton for nine years and won the
2000 Outstanding Performance
Award from the Prince William
County School Board. He also
chairs Hylton's social studies
department - sometimes in
flip-flops .~

www.mff.org/mea
-Michelle Hite ('88)
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It takes a university
As professors put grant to work, they show
that preparing teachers remains a joint effort

While learning the art of
teaching, six JMU art educa tion practicum students helped
15-year veteran teacher Melanie
Mason ('84) teach global cultures and civilizations to firstthrough sixth-grade students
in a campus Saturday art program. The teaching techniques
far surpassed visual aids. It was
grab your apron, glue this, paint
that, hands- on art.
The Madison Art Collection and the JMU Art Education Center sponsored the series
to share the culture of civilizations from around the world
with curious, sticky-fingered
participants. Through their
art lessons, children traveled to
ancient Egypt, the ancient Near
East, classical Greece and Rome,

Margin of

i

China and the Far East, Africa,
and the native Americas.
While elementary school children danced, glued, beaded and
finger-painted, Mason, a certified art educator, helped JMU
practicum students learn to plan
art lessons through the use of
the Madison Arts Resource
Site. The combination gallery
and study center houses JMU's
3,000-piece collection of artifacts
and art objects representing cultures from the Neolithic Period
through the 20th century.
After the Nov. 15 class, stu dents promenaded with their creations while learning dances from
North and South America. M

Excellence

James Madison University extends its sincere thanks to the following donors for making a difference at JMU. Between Aug. 5 and Oct.
15 , 2003, these friends made charitable gifts of $50,000 or more.
Their contributions help JMU increase its margin of excellence in
higher education.

Estate of Edna Blankenburg
Oakley, Kan.
Judith B. Blankenburg Endowed Scholarship
JOUAN Inc.
Winchester, Va.
Lab equipment for the College of Science and Mathematics

Although JMU has grown from a teachers college into a comprehensive university, preparing top-notch teachers is still a campuswide commitment. Today, it's a necessity.
"We are now in an age of accountability," says College of Education professor Jane Smith. "Almost every state has standards-based
testing in public schools. With that in mind, it is important to train
teachers to [master] what they are teaching.... It's just as important
to teach the most effective ways to engage kids to learn it."
Teacher candidates master their content areas by majoring in
the subjects they plan to teach, areas like math, history or art, for
instance. (Essentially, they minor in education to learn the pedagogy and methodology.)
So when the College ofEducation received a $55,000 Standardsbased Teacher Education Project grant to enhance teacher preparation at JMU, it immediately reached across disciplines to involve
faculty members who are teaching the content majors.
"We are looking at how we prepare teacher candidates in the area
of content," Smith says. "That's a joint effort on the part of all the
colleges [at JMU] . That's why we wrote our grant the way we did."
Bob Kolvoord, a professor in the College of Integrated Science
and Technology and the creator of many CD-ROM curriculum
materials for K-12, was a natural choice to lead one of the efforts:
to design and implement a content teaching academy to which professors across campus can contribute and enrich.
Cindy Klevickis, another CISAT professor, is coordinating the
assessment of the special education program, content major programs,
and the Interdisciplinary Liberal Studies program, in which students
studying early childhood and middle grades education major.
College of Arts and Letters professor Bill Wightman leads yet
another effort, this one to revise JMU's admission, retention and
exit requirements for teacher candidates, particularly in the area of
content knowledge and content pedagogy.
In the College of Education, Martha Ross is heading up efforts
to refine the alignment of academic majors with several national
and state teaching standards and professional qualifications; and
Smith is revising the JMU curriculum and candidate assessments.
"A lot of voices are contributing," Smith says. In addition to JMU
professors who are involved, community college representatives
and public schoolteachers and principals are also participating in
JMU's efforts to ensure that JMU graduates know their subject matter, employ effective instructional strategies and can monitor and
assess P-12 student learning.
JMU's grant is one of six in Virginia funded by the federal No
Child Left Behind Act. Sharon Lovell, former interim dean of the
College of Education, and Linda Bradley, retired director of the Education Support Center, obtained the grant for JMU.
M
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Education for a lifetime
Gov. Mark Warner tackles education reform
Virginia Gov. Mark R. Warner visited campus last fall on a
leg of a six-day, seven-city tour
of the commonwealth to intro duce and promote his "Education
for a Lifetime" initiatives.
The governor's educational
initiatives include a series of six
major reforms targeting multiple
levels of education in Virginia.
Warner also says that his pro posed budget for the next biennium will provide $525 million
to maintain the Standards of
Quality, Virginia's minimum
school requirements.

"We've got to make available
to every person in Virginia a system of education that starts with
preschool and doesn't even end
when you leave JMU;' Warner told
students. "We can no longer look
at education as preschool, separate from K-12, separate from
higher education, separate from
workforce training."
The reform initiatives are also
"self-funding," says Warner. As
more graduates enter the job market, earning power increases, and
money will be pumped back into
the economy to essentially fund

the initiatives, according to the
governor. He says that reforms
"must be gauged by two criteria:
They have to be accountable, and
they have to be measurable."
One initiative concentrates on
the recruitment and retention of
teachers. "Some of our schools'

most talented faculty members
are picking up and moving on
beca use Virginia schools are
not able to be competitive in
the areas of pay or resources,"
explains Warner.
"We've got to acknowledge
that we have an ongoing con-

cern - and potential crisis in terms of recruiting and retaining good teachers," according to
the governor.
In the next 10 years, nearly 40
percent of Virginia public school
teachers will retire; while in the
next two years alone, 32,000 students are expected to enter the
public school system.
Last October, JMU joined nine
other Virginia colleges and universities in an agreement with
the Virginia Community College System to form a partnership that articulates Warner's
educational goals. The partnership will ensure that community college students who take a
pre-teacher education curriculum can transfer seamlessly as
juniors to four-year education
schools across the state.
Warner also promoted his
specific Education for a Lifetime initiative, which will offer
new options to Virginia's high
school students. "Senior Year
Plus" will allow students to
earn a full semester of college
credit before graduating from
high school. Students can earn
these credits through four-year
colleges, community colleges,
distance learning and traditional
advanced placement programs.
"Every dollar saved by families
can be reinvested in public education," Warner says.
Warner's appearance at JMU
was the first of three stops in western Virginia. During his six-day
tour, the governor visited eight
colleges, universities and high
schools in the commonwealth.
"I really like that Gov. Warner
looked at education as a comprehensive process from preschool to
beyond college;' says Rich Harris,
director of JMU's Community
Service-Learning program. 'Tm
interested to see the details and
how this will affect JMU.'~
- Michelle Hite ('88)

Board OKs two new
degree programs
At its October meeting, the JMU
Board of Visitors gave approval
for the university to award two
new degrees: a Bachelor ofScience
in health services administration and a Bachelor of Science in
athletic training. The approval
upgrades existing academic concentrations to degree programs.
The new degree programs have
also been submitted to the State
Council of Higher Education
for approval. M

Connections
are everything
JMU ranks 15th in the nation
in Princeton Review's 2003 The
Top 25 Most Connected Campuses, which identifies colleges
with cutting-edge technology
for its students.
The Princeton Review, a
New York City-based company involved in test-preparation courses and education services, combined responses from
more than 100,000 college students and information from campus administrators to devise its
list. Criteria included studentto-computer ratios, wireless
access on campus and computer science curricula.
JMU provides and supports
computing and electronic communication services through a
variety of information technology resources, such as a wireless
data network and a high-speed
data network that connects central computing systems, office
desktops, residence halls and
off-campus student apartment complexes. JMU also
streams live audio on its Web
site for events like commencement, guest lectures, athletics,
concerts and broadcasts from
the student-run radio station.
JMU offers technology-enhanced
classrooms and more than 300

Legendary Washington Post editor
to deliver James Madison Day address
Ben Bradlee, who reinvented modern investigative journalism and steered The Washington Post
through the turbulent Watergate investigation that
ultimately forced President Richard Nixon's resignation, will present the 2004 James Madison Day
lecture on March 17. His presentation is part of
March's annual celebration of JMU and of the birthday of the
Father of the Constitution. The theme of the celebration will be
freedom of the press, and many programs are designed to explore
the ideals and implications of a free press in today's society.
During Bradlee's tenure, The Washington Post not only
reported the news, very often it was the news. This was especially true during Watergate. Bradlee first made history when
he challenged the federal government over the right to publish
the Pentagon Papers - and won, changing the course of American history. Under his leadership, the Post emerged as a leading
national voice and won 18 Pulitzer Prizes. The book and film All
the President's Men detailed the Watergate investigation.
Bradlee's career with the Post spanned five decades. He
began at the newspaper in 1948 as a reporter covering the federal courts. Between 1953 and 1965, he worked for Newsweek
magazine, as a European correspondent with the Paris bureau,
and as a political correspondent and bureau chief in Washington, D.C. During this period, he began his intensive coverage
of presidential campaigns, including the Kennedy and Nixon
campaigns of 1960. In 1965, Bradlee rejoined The Washington
Post as managing editor and became executive editor, serving
from 1968 to 1991.
He is the author of two books about President John F.
Kennedy, That Special Grace and Conversations with Kennedy,
and has also written a book of his own memoirs, A Good Life:
Newspapers and Other Adventures.
¥
www.jmu.edu/birthday

Dell and Apple computers in 12
computer labs. Through secure
information systems, students
may apply for admission online,
register for classes, pay tuition,
buy textbooks, check financial
aid accounts and access academic
progress information.~
www.forbes.com/campus

Education outreach
reaches high
JMU's Center for Economics Education earned the highest
possible rating in a reaffiliation
review by the National Council

on Economic Education, and
JMU's status as an NCEE affiliated center was extended for the
next five years.
"A lot of partners come together to help us deliver economics education outreach, and this
is a tribute to their work," says
William C. Wood, center director. "Vital to our center's highquality teacher outreach program
is the commitment of Shenandoah
Valley Economic Education Inc.,
a nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing economic
literacy in the valley."
~
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Dr. D, as we affectionately called him, showed us that there were
loving adults who truly cared about us as individuals, not just as
students. In addition to chairing the business department, teaching several classes and supervising student teachers, Dr. D was also
sponsor for the Class of 1967. He advised the national business fraternity Pi Omega Pi and became an important part of my college
experience as a father figure, teacher, cheerleader and friend .
I can still feel the excitement of driving onto the Madison College campus in the fall of 1963. I also remember the pangs of anxiety as I stood behind Ashby Hall and waved goodbye to my parents. My apprehension continued as I met my roommate, learned
my way around and stood in the seemingly endless lines to regis ter for classes. My spirits lifted as I met my teachers, especially Dr.
D, an exuberant man with a round face, big dimples and a hearty
laugh that echoed through Harrison Hall.
The Class of'67 came to love and respect Dr. D and his charming wife, Mildred, as they soothed the homesickness and encouraged us to get involved in campus life. Mrs. D taught early childhood
education. The Dickerson's children, Margaret Ann and Richard,

( DI. D showed us that there were

loving adults
who truly cared aboot us
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Bluestone 1969

Teacher, cheerleader and friend,
Dr. D turned bad days into happy ones
When President John F. Kennedy was shot in November of 1963,
we Madison College freshmen who had just left the security of our
homes were especially devastated and fearful. One special professor called us together to reassure us that everything was OK, and
that our nation, our college and we as individuals would survive this
tragedy and grow from it. At a time when I just wanted to crawl into
the arms of my parents, Dr. Z.S. Dickerson helped my classmates
and me see that we could handle this tragedy with the support and
guidance of our college community.

became our class mascots and attended class meetings and functions and brought lots of playfulness to our lives. The Dickerson
family adopted each of us into their circle by listening to our concerns, celebrating our joys and sharing our heartaches.
While Dr. D had high expectations for his students, he had such
an upbeat, positive attitude that no one could feel less than joyful
around him. We anticipated going to his classes because we knew
that we would not only learn something of value, but we would
remember it because of the way it was presented. He made learning
just plain fun . One of the classes I enjoyed most was a preparatory
class for student teaching. Dr. D. helped us prepare a "bible" that
was a manual of everything we would need for our teaching experience. For 37 years, I've put into practice many of the principles I
learned in that one class.
Dr. Dickerson had an ability to influence and persuade with out controlling. His power was his charisma. His zeal, outlook and
integrity made the greatest impressions on my life. At the annual
business department Christmas party, he gathered his students
around him to listen as he read Peter Marshall's Christmas Sermon.
He also shared many amusing stories about his shenanigans growing up in Kentucky.
Dr. D turned bad days into happy ones. Once, he gave me
an assignment to produce copies on the Ditto and Mimeograph
machines (dinosaur precursors to today's sophisticated copiers).
I inserted the masters into the typewriter backwards, and the

copies came out as reverse images. Instead of requiring me to redo
the project, Dr. D used his quick wit to soothe my frustrations . He
attached a note that said, "This is a mind-puzzle - to read the
messages, simply place in front of a mirror." With Dr. D's help, I
learned to keep things in perspective and remember that sometimes honest effort counts more than perfect results. There are
ways to salvage seemingly disastrous mistakes without destroying self-esteem. Thanks, Dr. D.
Dr. Dickerson's interest in his students continued beyond the
halls of Madison College. When a faculty superior in Fairfax com plained about my voice quality and drawl, Dr. D said, "Just leave her
alone - when she gets back down into those mountains of southwest Virginia, they'll think that hillbilly twang is just great." While
I was tapped in absentia as a charter member of Mortar Board (I was
doing my student teaching), it was Dr. D who called me long distance to congratulate me. The night before my wedding, I got a surprise phone call from Dr. D. "I just wanted to be the last person to
call you 'Miss Witt,"' he said.
Dr. Dickerson had a way of making each of us feel as though he
or she was the most special person that he knew. He believed in us
and taught us to believe in ourselves. He truly prepared us to teach
or compete in the business world, but more importantly, he prepared us for life. My ultimate respect for this humble man will forever remain the same.~
- Sylvia Witt Bailey ('67)

Professor Emeritus of Business Z.S. Dickerson Jr., who
helped establish JMU's computer science program, retired
as associate dean of the School of Business. His wife, Mildred, is professor emerita of education, and they live in
Harrisonburg. Since Dr. D's family and colleagues call him "Dick,"
an aura of mystery surrounds the initials "Z.S." Bailey says that her
classmates often badgered him to tell his name; and he promised that
he would after their graduation. "At the senior class picnic, he kept
his word," she says, "but we were all sworn to secrecy."

About the author
Sylvia Witt Bailey ('67) is retired executive director of the
Blue Ridge Regional Education and Training Council and
a former instructor and career counselor at Hollins University. She also taught in the Roanoke County school system. She and Perry live in Salem and are the parents of four sons.
They also have two grandsons.

Tell us about those special

Professors you L VE
If your entry is published in Montpelier, the JMU magazine, you will
receive $100. Entries may be edited for content and length. Send submissions to montpelier@jmu.edu or to Montpelier, Rockingham Hall,
Office 271, MSC 5718, JMU, Harrisonburg, VA 22807. Include your
name, class year, daytime phone number and home address.

Stripes & Stars
2003 Legacy Group Productions, LLC
By Bob Bersson
Illustrated by Scott Trobaugh ('98)
~
ofessor emeritus of art Bob Bersson encourages children to
. . . "keep your crayons" through his American flag series, Stripes
& Stars, an educational package created to help children to use their
imaginations and explore their artistic talents. Bersson's alter ego,
Professor Bob, and his pal, Chester the cat, are illustrated by Scott
Trobaugh ('98), a graphic designer in JMU's university advancement
division. The kit includes a hardcover children's book, a 12-minute
classroom "meet the artist" video and a teaching guide with suggestions
for educators and parents. The kit's focus on art appreciation, creativity and self-expression is geared toward children from kindergarten
through third grade. Learn more at www.legacymatters.org/.

Daily Life in the Age of Charlemagne
2002 Greenwood Publishing Group
By John J. Butt
ISBN: 0313316686

THEAl;EOF
CHAAI.EMAl;NE

story professor John J. Butt offers a portrait of life in Western Europe during the early Middle Ages (600-900 A.D.) and
covers topics ranging from food, military life, monastic life and the
intellectual life at court. The text describes life's ordinary difficulties during Charlemagne's time: Food supplies could be depleted
quickly by one bad growing season; most people had no access to
artificial lighting; and childbearing was extremely dangerous for
both mother and child. The book details Charlemagne's life and
impact on the world. Had he not built his empire and encouraged
what became known as the Carolinian renaissance, much of the
ancient Roman culture would have been lost, and Christianity may
have died in the West. The professor has also published in the fields
of Carolinian, British, naval and agricultural history.

•

3-D Human Modeling and Animation,
Second Edition
2003 John Wiley and Sons
By Peter Ratner
ISBN 0-471-21548-1

Jf.l..he third book by 3D computer animation professor Peter Ratner

"¥' contains all the tools and know-how needed to create digital char-

acters that can move, express emotions and talk. Ratner discusses how
to utilize artistic skills in figure drawing, painting and sculpture to create animated human figures using the latest computer technology. This
resource includes more than 400 images, interactive files and animations
on a CD-ROM insert that details the modeling and animation processes.
Chapter objectives and exercises are tied to the CD, which also provides
color example images, sample models, modeling templates, textures,
lesson plans and relevant animation movies that help users get started
modeling and animating. Ratner established JMU's computer animation program, the first such concentration in Virginia.
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What makes JMU what is - the superlative
teaching, academic rigor and the individual attention to students - actually it boils down to "who."
Meet just one example.

Charyl Talley
professor of psychology
area of expertise:

"'

Psychobiology with an
emphasis in neuroscience

"I love learning. I am intrigued by the
questions of brain and mind. I'm fortunate to be living in an age where
so much is being revealed - from
quantum physics to how the brain
works to what reality is - and that
science is addressing questions like
these. I think that the Buddhists and
quantum mechanics are going to come
up to the mountaintop and say, 'Aha,
I knew you were here. Oh it's you,' to
each other. And here I am studying
that and trying to interest my students
in those questions, to give them the

~ opportunity to see -

to really see

- that nobody knows it all."

School of Media Arts and Design students
joined JMU alumni and faculty members in
the field to record 40 hours of footage of the
university, Harrisonburg and Rockingham
County community. Harrisonburg PBS station
WVPT aired the resulting student-produced
documentary, One Day, One Community, a
half-hour show that chronicles a 24-hour
period in the local community. Seventeen
video crews from JMU spread throughout
Harrisonburg and Rockingham County to
interview people in various walks of life.
Al!>out 100 JMU students, alumni and local
volu nteers took part in the taping, which
produced more t an 40 hours of videofape
and interviews with .1 local sch ol teacher,
principal, p olice~a~, tele.v.isi~..,rersonalities, a dairy fa rmer, a firema~, p emergency medical techn ician and JMU President Linwood H . Rose. Int rviewees also
included three JMU students: Jared Shenk,

Junior biology major spurns suntan,
earns national research fellowship
Junior Ross Haynes didn't acquire the perfect suntan during the last two summers. He spent his freshman and sophomore summers under the fluorescent
lights in JMU's research labs, but his dedication has
won him a different place in the sun. Haynes earned an
American Society for Microbiology 2004 Undergraduate Research Fellowship. The highly competitive national award will
fund Haynes' research in environmental biology and pay for a trip to
the professional ASM meeting in New Orleans in May.
Haynes' research involves developing methods to capture delicate
plasmids for use in research, according to James Herrick, Haynes'
research mentor and JMU biology professor. "Antibiotic resistance
genes are frequently transferred horizontally, i.e., from mature cell to
mature cell via circles of DNA called plasmids," says Herrick. "Haynes
is capturing these plasmids directly from local stream bottom sediments in order to determine whether antibiotic use in humans and
agriculture can affect the environmental reservoir of antibiotic resistance in native stream bacteria."
Haynes has conducted research with Herrick since his freshman
year, when he enrolled in Herrick's honors zoology course. " Ross
works very well on his own," says Herrick. "I often give him projects to develop new methods, and you can only do that with your
best researchers."
The American Society for Microbiology is the largest singlediscipline society in the world, and its undergraduate fellowships are
aimed at students who want to pursue graduate study in microbiology. Fellows will conduct eight weeks of research in summer 2004
at their home institutions with an ASM-member faculty mentor.
Students will also present their research results at the 2005 ASM
annual meeting.
In November, seven of Herrick's lab students presented their
research at a meeting of the Virginia branch of the American Society for
Microbiology. Senior biology major Nhu-Oanh Pham earned second
place for her poster detailing research on environmental bacteria at the
Chemical and Biological Science Undergraduate Research Symposium
at the University of Maryland.~

Please

don't bang up
When the Madison
Connection telefund calls,
there's a JMU student on
the line hoping to make
your acquaintance.
By investing in JMU,
you're investing in them.

JMU alumni, professors and students cited in the news
From defending affirmative action to battling budget cuts to
protecting workers' rights, this year's protests were as diverse
as they were dramatic. Here, our 10th annual roundup of the top
IO activist campuses. ... No. 6, James Madison University.
- Top 10 Activist Campuses, Mother Jones,
September/October 2003

[Beginning} in 1990, the National Science Foundation's Research
Experiences for Undergraduates program supported the development of a summer research program in chemistry [at JMU}. The
program was designed to provide meaningful research opportunities for students in the numerous smaller colleges in the Appalachian region.... In 2003, the NSF funded five REU programs (totaling $768,195) in chemistry, materials science, biology,mathematics
and a JMU-led, U.S.-Ghana REU at University of Cape Coast.
- David Brakke, Daniel Downey, Gina MacDonald, William Hughes,
Leonard Van Wyk and Daniel Wubah, professors in the Colleges of
Mathematics and Integrated Science and Technology
Building a Summer Research Community, Council on Undergraduate
Research Quarterly, September 2003 issue

There's no way you can measure the attacks we have prevented.
- Stephen R. Bowers, political science professor
and director of the Nelson Institute
Deadly Links: A global network of hate grows under the radar
of the war on terrorism, Plain Dealer, Cleveland, July 6, 2003

Issues of power and superiority are as palpable in academia as
they are in the real world.
- Joanne V. Gabbin, professor of English
and director of the Honors Program
Veteran Black professors share tales of being the new kid on the
academic block, Black Issues in Higher Education, May 22, 2003

I have to be the best at what I'm doing. Nobody can do it better

than me. The mindset is I'm the best mother I can be.
- Mria Forry Dangerfield ('85), former CNN tape editor
and co-founder of Atlanta's Mothers & More
Full-time moms trade careers for kids,
Atlanta Journal Constitution, online, April 8, 2003
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inside the lab and out
Some meanings transcend all cultures and languages. Physics professor Ioana
Niculescu fully embodies the essence of"cool;' even though that fact eludes her
considerable genius. "No teenager, no matter what country they live in, thinks it's
cool to do what their parents do;• the Romanian native confesses.
But that's exactly what this third-generation scientist did. At the age when most
American teens are choosing the perfect prom dress, Niculescu was deciding the
course of her life. "In Romania, before you graduate from high school, you not
only choose your college, but you must decide upon a major because
you have to take a state exam in your field," explains Niculescu. Since
her own strengths were math and science, she literally followed in her
mother's footsteps to Bucharest University, where her mother graduated and still teaches physics.
It wasn't the easiest path, but for people like Niculescu, that's seldom
a consideration. "My 1110111 was worried about the politics of me coming to the same college and studying in her department. She didn't want
me to receive special treatment. It was actually the opposite. I always felt
that I had to live up to it. I really had to try harder to get good grades. My
professors knew me since childhood, so they made it harder. They expected

Niculescu is married to /MU visiting physics professor Gabriel Niculescu, and they have three
children: daughter, Tatiana, 14; son, Alex, 3; and daughter, Gabriela Elena, 3 months. It's too
early to tell whether or not one of her children will make science a four-generation family gig.
(Left: Niculescu's mother is a physicist and her grandmother [top inset] was a chemist.)

Physics professor Joana Niculescu (second from left) led nine female students
(including JMU's Erin McGrath, third from left) and professors in research at
the Jefferson Lab last summer. Scientists represented the universities ofBucharest, Hampton, Houston and Ohio, and Gettysburg and Vassar colleges.

~oft~:: ?1~
more from me.... But I never took a class taught by my mom. That
definitely would not have been cool;' laughs Niculescu.
Since she had plenty of female mentors in Romania, the lack of
female camaraderie didn't concern Niculescu while she earned her
M.S. and Ph.D. in physics at Virginia's Hampton University. And while
it doesn't bother her to be the only woman in JMU's small physics
department, she has come to notice the uncool science gender gap in
the United States. According to the American Institute of Physics, less
than 10 percent of America's physics bachelor's degrees, 20 percent of
physics master's and 13 percent of physics doctorates are awarded to
women. The small percentage of female physicists has actually buoyed
Niculescu's resolve to be a mentor to women in science.
Completing her second year at JMU, Niculescu is not only mentoring
students on campus, she's involving them in real-world settings in the
scientific community. Last summer, she participated in a historic physics experiment at the U.S. Department of Energy's Thomas Jefferson
National Accelerator Facility. Niculescu joined nine other women at the
Jefferson Lab in Newport News to set what may well be a new record
for accelerator physics: the most female students on an experiment. That
Americans regard a female-led physics experiment as a rarity is irksome
to Niculescu, who served as a spokesperson for Jefferson Lab's QuarkHadron Duality Experiment. "The big picture of what we're doing at
Jefferson Lab is trying to understand the structure of protons and neutrons - in other words, what makes up matter," she explains.
Her own contribution to shepherding female students into a maledominated field gets erased like so much chalk on a board by Niculescu.
But JMU senior Erin McGrath, one of the undergraduates involved in
the experiment, says, "This was an amazing opportunity, not just because
of all the female role-models. It was real-world experience.
"Dr. Niculescu is a great mentor," adds McGrath, whose research
continued last fall. "She asked all the JMU female physics majors about
our interests and formed a kind of support group for us. We get together
once a month to eat some pizza and chat about problems and classes.
It's great for the younger freshmen. They see that Dr. Niculescu cares
about us, and they also see successful seniors and realize that they can
make it in this field. It helps us build connections, and we talk about
everything. We've never had anything like this."
"I just hope these get-togethers help in some small way," says
Niculescu. Understanding what a great role model she is for her

students is ironically as hard for Niculescu to grasp as understanding physics to most of the world.
"I wish she knew just how cool she really is and what her extra
effort means to us," says McGrath.
Although nuclear physics may still be a man's world, women like
Niculescu are making their mark and training the next generation of
scientists. "It's easy to get carried away with all this woman power,"
says Niculescu, who also takes great professional interest in her male
physics students. Juniors James Ferrer and Jonathan Palmer Royston
are also involved in her research. "A change of gender climate and
good science can coexist. Hopefully soon, physics experiments run
by women will be commonplace."
M

Story by Michelle Hite ('88)
Photos by Wayne Gehman
Design by Carolyn Windmiller ('81)
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What makes up .matter?
The National Science Foundation funded Niculescu's six-day experiment,
which focused on a question that has preoccupied scholars since ancient
times: What makes up matter? Greek philosophers thought the world was
composed of indivisible particles called atoms. After 2,000-plus years of theory and research, physicists now know that atoms are composed of electrons,
neutrons and protons; and protons and neutrons are made of smaller pieces
called quarks. The currently accepted theory about the structure of matter
is the "Standard Model," based on the idea that everything in the universe is
made of six quarks and six leptons. Quantum chromodynamics is the mathematical model used to describe the behavior of quarks. QCD can describe the
behavior of the proton when it is struck by a high-energy electron - thus
the use of Jefferson Lab's high-energy accelerator. Niculescu's experiment
investigated a phenomenon known as "quark-hadron duality," where relatively
large objects such as proton resonances (hadrons) behave similarly to much
smaller objects like quarks. Niculescu says that understanding this behavior will help interpret hadron phenomena in terms of the fundamental quarks
and gluons that make up matter. "When Joseph John Thompson discovered
the electron, no one knew what it would be used for," says Niculescu. "His
work opened the door for computers, TVs, etc. This sort of experimentation
pushes technology to the very edge."
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Assignment: America
Alum joins CBS News
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The lights were out on Broadway, and like
many New Yorkers, Jim Acosta ('93) was not
sure why. But a phone call to his office at CBS
News, would answer that question and put
the spotlight brightly on him.
It was August 2003, and Acosta and his cameraman were returning to CBS after covering
another story. They noticed the power was
out for several blocks, so Acosta called CBS.
"I said, 'Do you guys know why the lights are
out?' The bureau chief said, 'Get out of the car
and shoot everything."' He headed to an unlit
Times Square and interviewed people on the
street. Arriving back at CBS, Acosta quickly
found a tie and joined veteran news anchor
Dan Rather on the set to talk about the blackout as the video rolled. "There's a first time
for everything," he recalls, laughing.
That experience was one of many memorable ones Acosta has enjoyed since joining
CBS News last February. The job is a dream
come true for Acosta, whose big break came
following a year as a correspondent for CBS
Newspath, a news service for CBS affiliates.
It was a busy year, too - Acosta reported
on stories like the Andrea Yates trial and the
abduction of Elizabeth Smart.
Acosta has kept busy covering the news
since his days at JMU. Stints at JMU's WXJM

and Harrisonburg's WSVA exposed him to
radio news, and he used the experiences to
secure an internship and a job with Washington's WMAL-AM. After a year, Acosta moved
across the street to WTTG and worked as a
desk assistant. "It was my first job in television, and I was making minimum wage with
no health benefits;' he says. "They would send
me out with the photographers to drive-by
shooting scenes to interview the police about
what happened. This was the first time I'd
ever seen a dead person."
After a year, WTTG hired him as a writer
and field producer for its morning news show.
From there, he went to Knoxville's WBIR and
started working in front of the camera. After
three years in Knoxville, Acosta moved to Dallas for a job at KTVT. While there, he covered
a press conference by presidential candidate
George W. Bush. He tried unsuccessfully to
get Bush to answer two questions regarding
rumors of his possible drug use. "He said, 'You
want to ask it a third time?' I did, and then he

moved on;' Acosta recalls. Afterward, Bush
and an aide jokingly said they were going to
get him fired.
His reporting in Dallas got the attention
of Chicago's WBBM. In June 2000, Acosta
joined the station as it kicked off a newscast that focused less on crime and more on
community issues. The show was cancelled
four months later, and the setback became
a turning point in Acosta's career. "When it
didn't work out, it really convinced me that
to do that type of news you have to be with
a network news operation," he says. A year
later, he signed on as a CBS Newspath correspondent.
Acosta and his wife, Sharon Stow ('94),
along with their new baby, live in Manhattan, although Acosta is often on the road covering stories. "There are lots of sacrifices you
have to make, but so far I think we've been
able to maintain a healthy balance and enjoy
it along the way.~
- Liz Cerami Taylor ('92)

Former NASA scientist shares insider's perspective
Retired NASA contract scientist Elizabeth Wilson Gauldin ('SO) shares her NASA career
achievement awards with integrated science and technology professor James Barnes during
her lecture on campus last fall. Gauldin, who aided in the rescue of Apollo 13 astronauts in the
famous "Houston, we have a problem" mission in 1970, discussed the federal space agency's
past and future from an insider's perspective. Gauldin was intimately involved in Skylab, early
shuttle missions and several rescue operations. Barnes and ISAT colleagues work with JMU's
NASA-related programs, involving students in ongoing NASA research projects and intern ships. JMU has placed 57 student interns with NASA over the last five years.~

a

M ADISO

1904- "The fight was on among the counties
and towns and cities of Virginia that wanted
to land the prize of a new normal [school] .
Senator George B. Keezell [of Rockingham]
saw to it that he was named to the [General
Assembly] committee" that would recommend the site. The assembly's choice became
the Harrisonburg Normal and Industrial
School for Women in 1908.
[Raymond S. Dingledine's Madison College:
The First Fifty Years, 1908-1958]

1962-When a Tri-Sig girl returned home
surreptitiously after lights out, she found that
the other girls had put the sorority's 4-foot
white marble statue of the Greek goddess
Hebes into her bed. "It was heavy, so it was
almost impossible for the girls to get the
statue into the bed; it was definitely impossible to get it out alone." So sometimes Hebes
spent the night. Does anyone know what has
become of the Tri-Sig statue?
[Dr. Barbara Bennett ('63), retired head of Baylor
University's music education program]

So you wanna be in pictures? Phil Bigler ('74,
'76M), director of the James Madison Center,
would like to include some ofyour Madison College photos in his upcoming book, and Montpelier would like to feature them on upcoming
editions of this page. Your photos of campus
scenes, professors and of dose friends sharing a
laugh or a poignant moment are welcome.
[Please send photos, captions and your contact
information to Images of Madison, the James Madison
Center, MSC 1020, Wilson Hall, JMU, Harrisonburg,
VA 22807. All photos will be returned.]

57YEARSAGO

1947 - "Did you know that Call Downs went
on your Citizenship Record? I was president
of m y class, and Dr. Duke showed me my
'citizenship record' and said that I wasn't
setting a good example ... A good example?
Mama Bows, the housemother for Sprinkle
House, was engaged to an Army man and a
Navy man at the same time!"
[Rebecca Bennett Davidson ('47), Spring 2003
Class Reunion Confessionals]

-f1 YEARS AGO
1987 - JMU holds its last universitywide
spring commencement ceremony on the
Quad. JMU's growth has made it necessary
to move the university ceremony to Bridgeforth
Stadium. Thereafter, JMU continues to hold
summer and college commencement ceremonies on the Quad.
[Fred Hilton ('96M, '95P, '98P), JMU Facts and Figures]

2()() YEARS ,\GO IN Till: LIFE OF JAl\11:S l\1AD1SON
1804 -

Sccretary of State James Madison faced a series of international crises caused by violations oft he nation's shipping rights. In Januarv,

Madison learned oft he capture of the 36-gun U.S. frigate, Philadelphia, by the Pasha of Tripoli. The 307-man crew was taken hostage and
forced to subsist on black bread and couscous. Foreign Minister Charles Pinckncv wrote to Madison, "I feel most sinccrclr for the fate &
suffering, ofso many valuable mrn .. . I shall use all my Endeavors . .. to mitigate the sufferings of our unfort unate countrvmcn."
[Pl11! Bigler. the James Madison Center; Max Boot ·s The Savage Wms of Peace: Small Wars and the Rise of Amencan Power.
T/Je Papers of James Madison: The Secretary of State Series. Vol 6. 1803 1804 J
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From the World University Games in Korea to the greens of Virginia golf courses to Disney World, a trio of Dukes have proven that
the power of purple is a force to be reckoned with. A JMU archer, golfer and tennis player have piled up gold medals, state amateur titles
and academic honors this past season.

Megan Bowker
Middleborough, Mass.
Two-time All-America archer Megan
Bowker ('04) and her U.S. teammates set a
world record and won the gold in the team
compound-bow at the 2003 World University Games in the Republic of Korea. Bowker
combined with Texas A&M's Mary Zorn and
Amber Dawson for a compound-bow team
score of 2,033. Bowker shot a 664 of a possible 720. In the women's individual compound-bow competition, Bowker placed
fourth with a 113 -110 upset of heavy favorite, Amber Dawson (No. 2 at the 2003 world
outdoor championships). Bowker also finished
fourth at the 2002 World University Outdoor
Archery Championships and has been a member of JMU's last three national runner-up
compound-bow teams.

Rebecca Vanderelst
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada
Rebecca Vanderelst ('OS) was one of 300
NCAA student-athletes chosen from among
1,200 to attend the 2003 NCAA Leadership
Conference in Disney's Wide World of Sports
Complex in Florida. Five-time Olympian
Willye White and human rights and sports
activist Richard Lapchick were keynote speakers at the conference, which is designed to
help student-athletes become effective leaders. Students discussed the expectations of
student-athletes, inclusion education, international student-athlete experiences, recruiting visits and sportsmanship. Vanderelst, an
Intercollegiate Tennis Association Academic
All-America has "one of the best serves on
the team;' according to women's tennis coach
Maria Malerba.

Jay Woodson
Powhatan, Va.
For the second year, men's golf team
captain Jay Woodson ('04) won the Virginia
State Amateur Golf Championship. Woodson joins an elite group of players (Chandler Harper, Vinny Giles, Curtis Strange,
Tom McKnight and John Rollins ) as repeat
amateur champions. Woodson is the first
since John Rollins (1996-97) to win backto-back amateur titles. Woodson earned the
title Sand 4 in match play on the 6,97S-yard,
par-72 Kinloch Golf Club in Richmond. Named
to the 2003 Virginia State Golf Association
All-State first team, Woodson finished the
fall season with the best stroke average on
the team (71.7).
Go more in-depth with these Dukes at Monty
online. Read profiles of each player written
by Lisa Freedman ('OS) .
www.jmu.edu/monty
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; in the middle of Times Square, looked around and said, 'We will never forget this moment,"'
recounts JMU music industry professor David Cottrell. His smile still lingers from that September win for news and documentary work at the National Television Academy awards
ceremony. • Cottrell and composing partner Chris Mangum won the Music and Sound
Emmy for Outstanding Individual Achievement in a Craft for their scoring of Stalking
e_

? Leopards, a National Geographic special on MSNBC.

• Mangum says the night was so magi-

cal, he could almost see it as part of a show. As they walked through New York
to their hotel, people shouted congratulations and asked to hold the award.
• "Times Square seemed so clean, wonderful and joyful," Mangum says. "I
felt like the whole city could have broken out into a Jerome Kern Broadway
number at any moment." • As it happens, Cottrell and Mangum could
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have written such a score themselves. Back in Harrisonburg, Cottrell tries to
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talk more about that night and his Emmy, but the music he has playing in the background
keeps drawing him elsewhere. • "Listen to this," he says, turning up the music for Under-

-- 3 standing Oceans, one of the more than 150 documentaries for which he and Mangum have
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composed music. Cottrell rhythmically moves his hands as he conducts an imaginary
orchestra in his office in the Music Building. The music carries the professor's thoughts on
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to another place in his story, the occasion he and Mangum began their business in 1995.
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• An up-tempo piece comes through the speakers,
and Cottrell 's tapping hands and bouncing knee catch
the wavelength. Unaware of his constant motion, the
music industry professor recalls the cold call that brought
him and Mangum together. Cottrell, then a professo r at
Shenandoah University, had developed a studio in his house.

Mangum called on a Friday with a dilemma:
He had been approached with the opportunity to compose the music for the opening
of a documentary. But his equipment wasn't
working, and the music was due to the editor
on Monday. Could he use Cottrell's?
Within two weeks the pair decided to go
into business together. "From out of my base ment, Cottrell-Mangum Music was born,"
Cottrell says, remembering the early days
of their venture. Mangum even lived in his
basement for awhile.
At the same time, Cottrell obtained an
appointment to the music faculty at JMU, and
Cottrell-Mangum continued. With each new
project, word-of-mouth about their music spread
throughout the industry, and soon they were
taking on more and more projects. The duo
has now composed music for National Geo-
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graphic, the Discovery Channel, The Learning

Cottrell (striped sweater) and
approach commercial music fro a
child's perspective. They say tha s the

Channel, History Channel and PBS.
"We just love music," Cottrell says. "To
me, it's just so much fun. And they pay us
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key to their success.

for that; it's kind of ridiculous."
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Kathryn Pasternak, supervising producer
of the Natural History Unit for National Geo-

resemble Teller in so far as he is thinner and a bit

When working on a composition, the

graphic Television and Film, says Cottrell and

balding, but that's just about as far as the anal-

Cottrell-Mangum team views a video or beta

Mangum are a rare pairing. "There's nobody

ogy goes for David as far as the 'mute' aspect of

version of the program they are writing. The

else in this business that has a partnership

Teller's character is concerned. In our minds,

director usually has given them some guid-

as effective as they do," she says. "We love

we are every bit as nutty, creative, outrageous

ance, but then they have to make it creative,

working with David and Chris .... They're

and entertaining as the magic guys."

lively and in sync with the images.

very creative composers. They bring a fresh
ear to every project they tackle."
Mangum also says he and Cottrell bring

They just finished a three-hour special

"David and I realized that our success

on John F. Kennedy for the History Channel

as composers of commercial music requires

and a special on the Wright Brothers' first

us to approach music from the immediacy

different skills to their team. "His strengths

flight for Discovery. The partnership with

of a kid's perspective -

are my weaknesses and vice versa. I mean that

Mangum is a comfortable one, Cottrell says,

and unintellectually as possible," Mangum

seriously," Mangum says. "As a team, we've

adding that he's like a brother.

says. "It is the process of silencing the mind

as openheartedly

been compared to the likes of Penn and Teller.

"We have such complementary skills.

and letting the heart speak in its own native

I guess I'm like Penn in so much as I'm tall,

We are so much more together than we are

tongue that gives us the greatest pleasure in

loquacious yet a bit ungainly, and David may

apart," Cottrell says.

what we do."
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They both work on Macintosh G4s
using Emagic Logic Platinum audio production software. Though Mangum works
in Washington, D.C., and Cottrell works in

Melanie Alnwick ('89) was covering a routine assignment when an activist she
was interviewing told her, "You don't care."

Winchester, they are able to share MIDI files
and sound files via the Internet.

Her accuser, desperate for someone to uncover the arsenic contamination in an upscale

"Chris and I usually talk about the show

Washington, D.C., neighborhood, couldn't have been more wrong. He met his match in Aln-

that we are currently working on and decide

wick, who had devoted months of her life - including her personal time - to the story.
Alnwick, a general assignment re-

'IT IS THE PROCESS OF SILENCING

THI

porter for the capital area's WTTG Fox

5, recently won a national Emmy award
for Outstanding Regional News Story

how we are going accomplish the produc-

- Investigative Reporting for her work

er's vision," Cottrell says. "This may include

on Buried Secrets.

deciding which cues each of us will compose

The story that inspired Alnwick to do
"more work than I have ever done on a

the direction of certain cues. We may decide

or produce as well as sharing our ideas as to

story" exposed how a community of million-

to assign cues to either one of us based on our

dollar homes came to be built unbeknownst

natural musical instincts and training."
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to the homeowners on the former site of a

Cottrell and Mangum try to use as many

J

chemical weapons testing site used dur-

live musicians as possible in their record-

ing World War I.
Alnwick, along with the station's news

kowski, cello, and Michele Kirkdorffer, oboe
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director, Katherine Green, accepted the award
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Sept. 3 at a ceremony in New York City.
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"Melanie's work exposed a tremendous problem in a high-end neighborhood
that many people did not want to see exposed," Green says. "She has spent hours and
hours and hours doing research" and demonstrated "intense perseverance . ... She

s

really had to work against a lot of obstacles."
The neighborhood, Spring Valley, includes more than 1,200 properties with arsenic

I
T

contamination. Alnwick was the first television reporter to tackle the story. "It's really

y

such a newspaper piece because there's so much history and background," Alnwick
says. In May, however, the station devoted 12 minutes of airtime to Alnwick's reporting. "That's unheard of in a local broadcast," she says. And the station gave it more
time in June, July and August.
Pits with buried chemicals continue to be uncovered. A compound more deadly than
mustard gas was created at the chemical weapons site. Scientists developed lewisite, a
"dark, oily liquid containing 36 percent arsenic that irritates the eyes, skin and lungs," according to the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists. The chemical was tested on animals and people.
Alnwick's reporting included talking to the son of a man who had been a test subject.
2003 has been a huge year for Alnwick, who got married, bought a house, won an
Emmy and appeared in GLAMOUR magazine. "My goal is justto keep taking advantage
of opportunities to tell great stories," she says, "wherever that may take me."

ings. Two JMU music professors, Carl Donaand English horn, played on the Stalking
Leopards score. Kirkdorffer says Cottrell is

a "gifted composer" in writing music to complement visual action. "He composes music
that draws the viewer further into the emotion of the film," she says. "The timing of
the phrases and nuance of the phrases must
fit exactly to the motion in the film. It is a
completely different approach to composition, and David is extremely talented in
fitting the aesthetics of sound in with very
detailed vis ual action."
Even as Cottrell talks about his work with
Mangum, he gets a call from his composing
partner on his cell phone. Cottrell laughs as
he speaks easily into the slim receiver. They
are discussing their next project.
"Here at JMU, I can tell you what I'm
going to be doing in a few months," Cottrell says after he finishes his conversation.
"I never know what I'll be doing today with
the business. I could get a call today."

1
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Cottrell and Mangum agree they had no
expectations of winning an Emmy for their

degree is the Ione decoration on the wall in
his JMU office.

real world experience. He's glad he can also
share his "real world" music industry knowl -

work. They took a train to New York, stayed

Teaching students about that process

in a hotel near the ceremony and went to the

remains Cottrell's "first love." As he talks

"I try to give them a sense of what the

awards determined to enjoy every morsel of

about being in the classroom, he picks up a

industry is really like and not just what I've

the $450 dinners purchased for them.

length of PVC pipe in a corner of his office to

read about," he says.

"We were so certain that we would not

give an impromptu lecture on the physics of

win, that we didn't even bother to prepare a

sound waves. Just as he enthusiastically talks

He smiles as he remembers going to class
the first time after winning the Emmy. He

edge with them.

THEMIND ANDLITTING THE HEART SPEAK
IN ITS OWN NATIVE TONGUE THAT GIVES US THE GREATESTPLEASURE IN WHAT WE DO.'
carried his black bag into his 8 a.m. class on

speech," Mangum says. "When we heard our

about writing music for documentaries, his

names called, we were both so utterly shocked

talk on the force of sound waves contains an

that Friday. Then, just as the class was starting,

that I think we were then only verbally capa-

animated explanation of the strange noises

he pulled out the pewter, gold-plated statu-

ble of primal clicks, grunts and wild gestures.

emanating from the white tubing.

That's saying quite a bit for two guys who
never seem to be at a loss for words."

Along with teaching classes, Cottrell also
coordinates internships for music industry

ette. He says a couple of jaws dropped.
"Maybe they listen a little more," Cottrell says of how the Emmy has affected his

Cottrell says he gave the shortest accep-

students. Cottrell says JMU students make

teaching. "They probably figure I must know

tance speech of the night. He and Mangum

great interns, and they learn much from the

something about it. •

had been told by National Geographic that,
in the event they won, sound mixer Nelson
Funk would speak for all of them. But when
Funk won first for another project and was led
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backstage, Cottrell and Mangum were called

R

on to speak. Mangum quickly thanked those

w

who had helped them on the project. Cottrell,

N

overwhelmed by the win, said "Ditto."
"Honestly I was just in shock," Cottrell
says. "I still have a hard time believing it.
Time so rt of stood still while we made it
to the stage."
Back at JMU, Cottrell talks about how
his Emmy win bolsters his teaching. As the
Cottrell-Mangum Music sampler plays in the
background, everything from jazz to Celtic
to sacred music fills Cottrell 's office. Cottrell
drives to JMU on Mondays, Wednesday and
Fridays to teach and spends his Tuesdays and
Thursdays in his studio in Winchester, working on projects with Mangum. Not only does
the team write the music, they also orchestrate, conduct and record it. Cottrell, who
has a doctorate in French horn, sometimes
even plays on his recordings. His doctoral
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"Technology has transformed life at the South Pole," writes Clausson, pictured
here at the entrance to the geodesic dome and inside with his information technology crew. The dome and new station (on pillars) are visible in the aerial
view. Clausson climbed the weather tower when it was 40 below zero.

I finally shot off an e-mail to Tom's con-

My grandfather's illness showed no mercy,

ton's heroic account of two years stranded

tact at Raytheon Polar Services Co., which

on the Southern Atlantic, his ship crushed

coordinates activities for the National Science

and sunk by sea ice. I read disbelievingly as

Foundation at the three U.S. Antarctic sta-

he traveled 850 miles across the brutal South

tions. Soon I was flying to Denver for an

Atlantic's wate rs in nothing more than a

interview. All must have gone well, because

dinghy. Amazingly, not one man died on that

I was hired to spend the upcoming summer

crew. I went on to read about Roald Amund-

and winter seasons at the South Pole. Things

sen and Robert Falcon Scott's famous race to

and, a few weeks after returning to San

happened of their own accord after that. I

be the first to reach the South Pole. Amund-

Francisco, my mom called to tell me he

had my physical, blood work, dental exami-

sen's crew reached the Pole and returned home

had passed away. There's something about

nation and psychological evaluation. Due to

to fame. Scott's crew reached the Pole second

watching someone close to you die that makes

the remoteness of the South Pole, U.S. Ant-

and faced unmerciful conditions on the way

you question your own course in life. Here I

arctica Program participants must be both

back. Underequipped and underexperienced,

was, driving three hours a day to a job that

mentally and physically fit. The final chore

Scott's entire crew perished just a few miles

I couldn't stand, with no end in sight. Peo -

before deployment was a week of fire-fight-

short of a food depot in March 1912. As I read,

ple were getting laid off left and right, and

ing training in August.

I began to get a feel for just how harsh a place I
was going. "Great god, this is an awful place,"

everyone told me I was lucky just to have a

The prospect of deployment consumed

job. I didn't see it that way, however. T he

me. I read as many Antarctic exploration

Scott had penned in the journal he kept dur-

books as I could find. I read about Shackle-

ing his ill-fated expedition.

South Pole was looking better and better.
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In October 2002, strapped into the web

that those early explorers had it much harder

seating of the cargo hold of an Air National
Guard C -141, I left civilization behind for

than me. Their experiences were absolutely
vicious by comparison. They traversed the

that "awful place." I flew from Christ-

distance on foot and sled and carried hun-

church, New Zealand, 2,000 miles south to

dreds of pounds of equipment and rations

McMurdo Station on the Antarctic coast,

to sustain them as they camped out in tents

excited to finally be so far south. I had had

and wore wool, cotton and fur gear to guard

second thoughts every minute of every day

against the elements. When I arrived at the

- from the time I had been hired in April

South Pole, I would find heated accommo-

-

until this moment. Not only was I on a

dations with food stores to last years, along

continent that very few people ever get to

with clothing made of high-tech fabrics. The

visit, I was actually going 800 miles farther

U.S. Antarctic Program Clothing Distribu-

to winter at the South Pole, something that
fewer than 1,000 people have ever done. I

tion Center in Christchurch had equipped
me with three large duffel bags packed with

was now way too excited to have any second thoughts at all.

large down parkas, insulated pants and overalls, several types of mittens and gloves, vari-

When the weather was clear enough,

ous hats, boots, loads oflong underwear, and

we climbed aboard a ski-equipped LC-130
to make the first flight to the Pole in more

various other practical pieces of clothing to

than eight months. As we began our four-

zero during the winter season.

wear in temperatures that average 70 below

hour flight, we passed over the glaciers and

When arriving at the South Pole, you see

Transantarctic Mountains near McMurdo.

an endless sea of frozen white that stretches

The day was clear, and I watched Mount Ere-

in every direction. Fifty excited faces greeted

bus, an active volcano on Ross Island, fade
out of sight. More than 400 miles of white

us at the skiway; we were the first new people this veteran Pole crew had seen in nearly

mountainous terrain rippled beneath me as

a year. Every winter-weary crew was known

we flew over. Then we began to emerge over

in Polie parlance as "toast" because after a

the great Antarctic Plateau, which became

year they were expected to be burned-out,

flatter and flatter, until I could no longer
make out any surface definition.

grumpy and territor ial. (Those I spoke to
were quite friendly.) The same plane that

I realized, as I flew those 800 miles across

brought in those of us who were to take their

the Antarctic continent to the South Pole,

places also carried fresh vegetables and some-

thing else the Polies had been without for
months -

beer.

That first day is one that I will never forget. The landscape at Pole is like no other
place on Earth; set atop the Antarctic Plateau, it is completely flat in all directions. It
was clear and sunny on that day, and I could
see far out onto the horizon in every direction. I felt as though I was standing out in
the middle of an ocean with no land in sight
and that the water had suddenly frozen solid

I

in all directions.
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n spite of the many layers of cloth-
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ing I was wearing, I was unprepared
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for the bitter cold of this place. I had
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never felt anything like it. The day we
landed it was SO below zero with a wind chill
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of 80 below zero. The cold surrounded me

2
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and frightened me at fi rst. I thought there

4

was no way I co uld endure this for a year
and was panicked to think that it was going
to get about SO degrees colder in the winter.
I heard the moisture from my breath crack
as it froze in the air that streamed past my
ears. A bit of my ears was exposed to the cold,
and within a minute or two the pain became
excruciating. It was a piercing pain; a sign I
would come to know meant that I needed to
get them covered or get inside ASAP.
It immediately got worse. I hopped on a
sled behind a snowmobile to travel the halfmile from the skiway to our headqu arters.
The wind hit me in the face. I forgot to wear
my goggles, so my eyes teared and instantly

eled to Pole to support this mission. Most

our video-conferencing unit to radiology

were in the construction trades - plumbers, electricians, carpenters. There were also

experts. This is something that we relied on
twice during the winter, and it was a major

cooks, maintenance workers and other sup-

reason that one of our co -workers was diag-

port personnel. They kept the entire station

nosed properly and a decision was made to

functioning. Most of the scientists (we called

medevac him. It took two weeks before the

them "beakers"), who had made their way
down specialized in astronomy, physics

Twin Otter could arrive to rescue him, but
just a decade ago none of this was even possible. Then, all off-station communications

and meteorology.
For my part, I was in charge of making
Flag lines kept Polies from wandering
off course in the dark, which Hawaiian
shirts and the auroras at sunset brightened considerably. A stock of supplies
and some imaginative cooking helped
see the Polies through.

sure that all of the station's information sys-

took place over high-frequency radio.
South Pole living facilities have also been

the computer

upgraded over the years. Construction began

guy, if you will. I hate writing about geeky
stuff, and my work was mostly technical. I

in 1956 on the first station, which consisted
of a series of interconnected underground

tems functioned properly -

did a lot of sitting on my butt and typing on

dwellings. Conditions were claustrophobic

my keyboard. On a few occasions, I did head

and dark. In those early days, the station was

out to various outlying buildings, which was
an adventure in winter. My main function
froze to my cheeks. We glided over the snow
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to the geodesic dome, which shields the
buildings under it from wind and drifting
snow. This was a place I had thought about
for months. I had looked on the Internet at
every Web site about the Pole, and now I
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online. The first priority was to get science
data back to the home institutions, and the
second was to keep the community in touch
with loved ones back home and surfing the
'net. For some folks, understandably, that

was finally seeing in real life what I had only

became a vital and hours-long pastime. Bull-

seen in pictures.

dozers and snow machines occasionally ran

Thankfully, we soon reached the build-

over cables, and we'd usually respond right

ing that housed our galley, and I was able

away by laying new ones.

to warm up and relax. After a brief orienta-

Technology has transformed life at the
South Pole. Despite its remoteness, the South
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at Pole was to ensure that the station stayed

tion, we were released to go explore our new
home. In a section called upper berthing, I

Pole has a modern IT infrastructure that

found my room, which measured 6 feet by

is comparable to most organizations in the

9 feet - just enough for a single bed and

United States. I was in charge of our local

a tiny closet. Claustrophobia set in immediately, and I worried that I would not be

and wide area networks, our e-mail system,

able to sleep in a space so confined. As time

our file servers, our voice over IP phone system, and our firewalls. I was also responsi-

passed however, I began to really like that

ble for getting our Bio-med systems online.

room. With up to 250 people all living, eat-

We assisted in conducting real-time medi-

ing and working together during the sum -

cal consults and sent live ultrasounds across

mer, I began to appreciate any space that
afforded some privacy.
The South Pole is a hectic working and

a military facility housing a dozen or more
men and usually a dog. In 1976, a geodesic dome was completed as a shield against
the wind and drifting snow. Its purpose was
to protect the several smaller buildings in
its interior. The buildings under the dome
are heated, but the dome itself is not. The

living environment during the summer, which

dome itself is usually about the same tem-

lasts from Sept. 21 through March 21. All

perature as it is outside -

but without

of our efforts at the station were devoted

the wind. It's quite common to see people

to the support of science. I worked with a
diverse mixture of professionals who trav-

walking from building to building wearing
T-shirts and jeans.
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n 2000, construction began on the
third station to be built at the South
Pole. The engineers decided to aban don the dome design and instead build
the new station on pillars to allow the blowing snow to pass underneath, without accumulating. The station is also designed so
that it can be raised in the event that accumulating snow does become an issue. On
the inside, the new station is much bigger,
brighter, cleaner and more comfortable than
it was under the dome. Parts of the station
are already open for business. My one grand
contribution to the station was to install four
switches so that folks could access the network from their rooms. The berthing rooms
are much larger and equipped with modern
wardrobes and desks. There is also a brand
new galley and dining area that is twice as
big as the old one, equipped with multiple
microwaves and even a serve-yourself ice
cream machine.
After dinner, the dining area converts to
a movie theater with a large-screen projector

and screen. Our only store, which is open a
few times a week, stocks a large selection of
DVDs and videocassettes, so finding a movie
to watch is not a problem. Ninety years after
Roald Amundsen became the first human to
reach the South Pole, my cohorts and I were
able to watch movies in comfort.
The new station will contain a large gym nasium with a track, a full basketball court
and a climbing wall. This will be a great
improvement to the existing gym, which contains one 8-foot basketball hoop. When com plete in 2006, the new station will house all
nonscience facilities under one roof.

Construction is nearly complete on a
new Dark Sector Lab. This will be an ultramodern facility for conducting experiments
focused on studying the universe. Eventually DSL will house a large 8-meter telescope. Due to the clean air, extremely cold
temperatures and six months of darkness,
the South Pole is the perfect place to study
the universe.
The science groups use the summer
months to set up their experiments. If all
goes as planned, they can relax somewhat
during the winter, while their equipment
goes about the task of collecting data.
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I provided some support for these sci-

tor Array. AMANDA is a neutrino telescope

scientists to test their theories for the origin

buried in the South Polar icecap. Neutrinos are thought to be the smallest particles

of the universe and to contemplate whether
the universe will expand forever, eventually

that exist. Because of their small size they

collapse or remain forever balanced between

pass through all forms of known matter. By
detecting a passing neutrino and calculat-

the two. The U.S. National Oceanographic
and Atmospheric and Administration Organi-

ing its course, data can be gathered to determine the size and age of objects thousands of

zation runs many experiments at Pole that
measure the effects of greenhouse gases and

light years away. Another significant project

ozone depletion.
The bitter cold and constant darkness

J
A

entists, getting them onto the network, pro-

is DASI (Degree Angular Scale Interferometer) . DASI is a 13-element array designed to

M

viding DNS and DHCP services, but they

obtain highly detailed images of the cosmic

and dangerous at times. Often I had to travel

ran their own IT structure for their experiments. My own direct contribution to science

microwave background. These observations
help cosmologists understand and reveal the

a mile or more from the station throughout
the winter. Since most vehicles will not oper-
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during the winter months were challenging

was minimal, though bitter cold. I climbed

detailed composition, as well as the large-scale

ate when temperatures are 80 below zero, I

a 40-foot tower in 40 below zero tempera-

geometry, of the universe. The radiation that

tures to change out a weather vane for our

DASI measures dates back at least 10 billion

would always set out on foot. At those times,
the Pole didn't feel so modern. On this par-

meteorology department. On a few occa-

years when the Earth was only 300,000 years

ticular day, I walked out to the building that

sions in the winter, I helped with the snow
accumulation measurements. I ventured out-

old. Precise measurements of the subtle temperature variations in this afterglow enable

houses most of our telecommunications equipment. The winds were high, and the snow

side the dome for nearly 45 minutes in the
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dark. It's extremely difficult to write with
mittens on, and I learned quickly to bring
a pencil; pens freeze.
One of the largest projects at Pole is
the Antarctic Muon and Neutrino Detec-

Clausson, carrying out his official DJ
duties (above) with a fellow Po lie, assisted in an online medical consult, and
a Twin Otter flew in to medevac his colleague. A cross marks the spot where
Robert Falcon Scott's crew perished in
the 1912 race to the South Pole, where
Clausson wishes for peace.

'&

was blowing, limiting visibility to the point

Though our quarters were modern, the isola-

that I could barely make out my outstretched

tion was real, cut off by 2,800 miles from our

hand. Before sundown, we had planted flag

closest point of civilization. It is said that a

lines fo r just such weather. In the total dark-

rescue mission could reach the international

ness I became separated from the lines and

space station more quickly than it could reach

began wandering around in an attempt to

us during the Antarctic winter.

reorient myself. Before I could find the flag
line again, I unknowingly climbed the backside of a large snow wall, and, the next thing
I knew, I was in midair, as I had stepped off a

M

emory loss affected everyone
eventually. It's a symptom
ofliving above 10,000 feet.
The lack of oxygen takes its

6-foot sheer drop. I was not injured; but I was

toll by affecting the ability to recall simple

lucky. Some serious injuries have occurred

words or phrases, people's names, for instance.

in similar accidents in the past.

All of a sudden I would forget the name of a

Despite all of our gear, working for long

colleague I had seen every day for the past

periods o utside means getting really cold.

eight months. It's what we call becoming

At ti mes I needed to remove my gloves to

"toasty," and it only got worse.

work on the equipment. This led to bone-

Some in the Antarctic program joked

numbing, unresponsive fingers . My beard

that Pole is a big frozen work camp. While

10 hours later. I was warm all night, and only

and eyelashes often froze, and I simply got

it is true that we did work hard throughout

my hair had frozen during my slumber.

used to the constant peeling of skin associ-

the year, we also played hard. Days such as

Sunrise was not as spectacular a show as

ated with frostnip (mild frostbite or super-

sunset and sunrise, birthdays and holidays

sunset, but after five months of total dark-
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ficia l freezing). The cold became more of a

were cause for celebration. The biggest party

ness, it was amazing to see the sun coming

M

nuisa nce to me than a real danger, a burden

of the year took place on Midwinters Day;

back to our part of the planet. It sounds nuts,

N
T

oflivi ng and working on the frozen conti-

it marked our winter solstice and meant we

but during the winter, especially when the

able at first, I drifted off to sleep and woke up

D
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nent. It was simply always present - never

had made it halfway through the long dark

moon is full and giant in the sky and a blue

a wa rm sunny day, never a day without two

night. At Midwinters, we knew that the sun

hue is strewn across the landscape, I really

E
R

would be coming back our way, and that it

felt as though I had been walking around on

w

would all be downhill from there. There was a

a different planet. It is difficult to fathom

miles of snow and ice beneath my feet.
Sunset in March lasted a week. We had
clear weather for most of the week, and I

large serve-yourself bar at Pole just for occa-

that I could possibly be on the same planet

fo und myself watching the sun for hours at

sions like these. Typically we worked a six-

that I have known for my entire life. When

a time, as it worked its way slowly around

day week, but on big occasions, we usually

the sun rose, it was as though we had recon-

the horizon. Great flashes of green appeared

got a Saturday off. Since the sun never rises,

nected with the planet and that trippy outer-

as the light refracted. This is something that

there is no reason to call it a night, so parties

space feeling vanished.

happens quite frequently during sunset; but

continued on into the small hours.

The same affinity for adventure and

the fl ashes only last for fractions of a sec-

Recreational options are also available

travel and extreme challenge that brought

ond, so they often go unnoticed. With our

at the station. There are cross-country skis

me to Pole began to tell me when it was time

drawn-out sunset, the flashes were spectacu-

available, although the snow was often too

to leave. Being isolated in the same place

lar and visible for minutes at a time.

cold for the skis to glide across. Camping out

for so long became a struggle -

As the sun set, I was both amazed and a

is also an option. This sounds crazy, but quite

day the same scenery, the same whiteness,

little apprehensive about my decision to stay

a few of us have slept out in a tent at the geo-

the same faces, night after night the same

for the winter. After the weeklong show, the

graphic pole marker. The night I slept outside,

dining area, the same bar. As I became used

sun was below the horizon. The last plane

it was 77 below zero and just a few days before

to these things, I often found myselflooking

day after

had left a few weeks prior, and now I knew

sunrise. I cocooned myself into a sleeping bag

forward to the day that I could leave. I spent

that there was truly no way out. I was having

and then zipped two more together to throw

the summer days of October 2003 packing

a great time on the ice, but there was some-

on top for extra insulation. I put down insu-

my gear, preparing for the replacement crew

thing unsettling about being at the bottom of

lated foam pads between the tent floor and my

and looking forward to the arrival of the first

the Earth with little or no chance ofleaving.

sleeping bag. After being a little uncomfort-

flight in more than eight months.
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us, and we stopped to roll in the freshly cut
grass. We took turns climbing the first tree

a time. Their gear and supplies were often
inadequate, and, sadly, many people, some-

one of the excited faces waiting at the ski-

we saw. We crossed over a river and paused

times entire crews, died. Today the South

way. Now that the time was almost near, I

to marvel at the sight of water outdoors in

Pole remains a place of exploration, a per-

was impatient to leave Pole and excited to

its nonsolid state.

fect place for gazing at the universe that sur-

climb aboard the plane for the flight out.
Thirty-nine of us flew out together. As I sat

I decided to treat myself those first few

rounds us in every direction. In 1911 Roald

nights back and rented a suite with a king-

Amundsen did the impossible and reached

in the LC-130, I was thrilled by the prospect

sized bed. After throwing down my bags, I

the bottom of the world. Since that historic

of arriving in New Zealand in less than 10

went directly for a shower. At Pole, where

day, man has strived to go farther, to explore

hours. Yet, at the same time, leaving was

I was limited to two two-minute showers

beyond our own planet. It is not ironic then

also bittersweet. After 13 months, the South

per week, I had dreamed of the day when

that much of the work fostering that explo-

Pole had truly become my home. Our crew
had truly become a family, and for the first

I could shower for as long as I wanted. For
about half an hour, I did just that.

the Earth.+

time in months we were heading out in sep-
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When the plane landed later that month
to bring in the new crew and the beer, I was

arate directions.
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ration is today conducted at the bottom of

Even with all of the hardships that I
faced living at the South Pole, it was noth-

About the Author

Shayne Clausson graduated from JMU in
1995 with a degree in political science. He

The humidity at Pole never rises above

ing like the days of the early explorers. Those

3 percent. In Christchurch I stepped off the
plane into the warm humid air. The smell

men faced unthinkable journeys through
the most brutal of climates. They remained

has worked for two congressmen and a for-

of trees and grass washed over everything.
For the first time in 12 months, I walked

out of touch with the world for months at

mer White House chief of staff and made a
career in information technology. Mostly,

around without the sound of snow crunch-

however, he seeks out travel and adventure.

ing under my feet. I walked outside with-

Immediately after his year at the Pole ended,

out gloves, hat, jacket and boots. The walk
from the airport to the Clothing Distribu-

he headed out for several weeks of hiking
and camping on New Zealand's south island.

tion Center to return my used gear was by

Clausson will be traveling on an around-the-

far the most enjoyable walk that I have had

world ticket until August, at which time he
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in my life. A group of about 20 of us walked

plans on taking a six-month IT position at

u

together. We gasped at the birds that flew over

Palmer Station, Antarctica.
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At the South Pole, both humans and the
emblems of their achievements cast a
giant shadow. At McMurdo, Clausson
b ids goodbye to the Antarctic continent.
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twas only 9:30 Homecoming morning,
and e were already tired. Little did we know
then how appropriate the Homecoming 2003
theme, "Hasn't it been too long? " -

really

was. We had been back to campus sporadically

.. TE'

~

I'm no longer the news editor of The
Breeze, as I was back in 1994. I'm (mostly) the
same Drew vanEsselstyn. But today, nine years
after graduating, I have additional responcover Homecoming. We are telling our

since we had graduated in 1994 and 1995 and

sibilities. I am happily married to former
Breeze editor Nicole Motley ('95), and the

story together.

had much to reacquaint ourselves with. We
could have claimed the theme as the motto

father of two young children.
Nicole and I are on assignment again;

I was working on just five hours of sleep
that morning when we drove for two hours

for our amazing 13-hour day.

we have returned to JMU to enjoy and

under gray and misting skies from our home
in Fairfax to Harrisonburg. Nicole spent the
better part of the trip swiveling around toward
the back of our van to tend to the needs of
our two kids, Abigail, 5, and Dalton, 2. Everyone was glad when I backed into our parking spot in P-Lot. The kids wanted to stretch
their legs, and we were eager to take as many
deep breaths as possible of the Shenandoah
Valley's clean air.
At this time of the morning, traffic on
campus was still fairly sparse, and those who
were already out were busy setting up activities, stages and information tables. We were
just the second group to stake a claim at our
end of P-Lot. Tents dotted the landscape, and
the atmosphere was one of expectation.
The week before Homecoming, we must
have checked weather reports daily. Knowing
how unpredictable the fall season can be,
especially in the valley, we wanted to be
prepared. Our van was loaded with more
stuff than any family of four could possibly need for a single day. One look in our
trunk would indicate enough for a semester's
stay: extra coats, changes of clothes, pajamas and food . A basket of books, coloring
pages, crayons and two soccer balls were in
reserve to stymie any uprisings from Abigail and Dalton later in the day. We had it
all, but didn't need half of it.
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A word to the wise, when The Breeze will
be your next stop after leaving the Leeolou
Alumni Center: Drive! These are the two
We immediately set out for unfamiliar
territory - the new part of campus - on the
east side of the interstate, where the College
Center and integrated science and technology programs are located. The new part of
campus had been mostly a vision of then-

farthest points away from each other on
campus. What a haul.
I lived in Eagle, and Nicole lived in WinePrice during our respective freshman years.
We had trekked to Anthony-Seeger for our
journalism classes countless times, but we

JMU President Ronald Carrier during the

were 10 years younger and two kids lighter

early 1990s, when we were students at JMU;

then. We headed downhill to the van to lighten

other than the arboretum and the Convo-

our load, past Godwin Field, into the book-

cation Center, there was little reason for us

store (where Nicole loitered long enough to

to ever venture across I-81.

strike up a conversation with JMU alum and

Before we made it to the bridge that

country music star Phil Vassar, who would

connect s the Village to the new campus,

be performing at the Homecoming concert

Abigail's feet were already hurting, Dalton

later that night) up the hill to D-Hall, down

was refusing to ride in the stroller, and the

to the Quad, over the Rock, across Main

clouds had started spitting on us. I reminded

Street and to the back of Anthony-Seeger

the kids that this was going to be a long, but

to the open house at The Breeze.

fun, day with a lot of walking. Who knew

Dalton immediately began pawing at

that re minder would have to come only

the vegetable tray. We knew he was hun-

moments after starting out? Guided solely

gry when he reached for cauliflower. Abi-

by my memory of a brief visit to the online

gail made a beeline for the cookies . Add a

campus map the night before - of course,

soft drink, and that constituted their mid-

it was lying on the floorboard of the van

morning snacks. The Breeze offices essen-

- we crossed the bridge.

tially seem to have stood still over the past

We then became officially confused,

decade. The same cartoon of Lefty Driesell

otherwise known as lost. What we needed

hangs above the sports desk. The same poster

was th at purple folder that had been given

of the Blues Brothers is pinned up behind

to us at freshman orientation. You remem-

the news desk. Current Breeze staffers were

I ever strapped on during my college days.

ber, the one with the campus map on the

milling about and showing us copies of the

As we descended past Warren Hall, the fin-

back? The one we were too embarrassed to

most recent issues, as well as quizzing us on

use back then?

life after JMU.
We had packed so much into our sched-

ish line was in sight.
What was once an air of expectation had

But we saw a lot: the Integrated Science

now turned into a full-blown party. At this

and Technology/Computer Science Building,

ule that our respite at The Breeze could not

moment all our walking was well worth it,

Health and Human Services Building, and

last nearly as long as the parents or the lit-

or we wouldn't have had such a prime spot

future Chemistry/Physics Building, which

tle ones wanted. By promising that our next

is u nder construction. All on the way to

"mini-marathon" would be our last, Nicole

inP-Lot.
The tailgate portion of our day awaited

the new Leeolou Alumni Center. When we

coaxed the kids out of some plastic storage

us, as did Nicole's former roommates, Mau-

found it, my first thought was, "I wish we'd

bins they had found to play in.

reen McHugh Bellingham and Erica Lewis

had something this nice when we were in

The walk back across campus morphed

Wynne ('95), their husbands and the Bell-

school." Even though nothing will replace

into a fast-paced hike. Nicole pushed the

ingham's son . Nicole reached into the back

the charm and atmosphere of the Bluestones

stroller -

loaded down with Dalton,

of the van , pulled out a folding table and

in our minds, James Madison now boasts

some coats and a bag that included every-

spread out the snacks. Everyone contrib-

the feel of both a traditional campus and a

thing from crackers to diapers. Abigail was

uted to the fare by bringing salads, drinks,

cutting-edge campus.

heavier on my shoulders than any backpack

sandwiches, cookies and chips - a nice mix

;

,

.

to reconnect more often. We loaded up our
gear in a considerably less orderly fashion
than it had arrived and drove to Massanutten for the final event of our day: a reunion
of elegant and kid-friendly entrees. Chairs
were unpacked, which gave the children an
empty space in the van to play in. The whole

seconds worth of jumping for Abigail before

seen in 10 years were comfortable. Every-

setup seemed very impressive. That is, until
we looked to the left.

the moon bounce was deflated.

one looked and seemed so much the same

Even though we spent the next two
hours at the football game, much of that

that it was like we had just finished a long

The other group of early birds had tripled
in size and had obviously perfected the art of
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tailgating. They had a tent and a grill, and most
of the folks in their group sported purple-

we got the paper out on deadline. We shared

activities and searching the crowd for famil-

what we knew about those who hadn't been

and-gold attire. All we had was purple pom-

iar faces. When my eyes found their way to

able to make it and repeatedly came back to

poms for the kids, one of which was eagerly

the game action, the Dukes seemed to be

the same sentiment: We want, and need, to

snatched up by Abigail when it was discarded

having little trouble with Richmond. They

by someone else earlier. Had the weather again

forced turnovers, cleared the way for long

do better at staying in touch.
The kids, although troopers through-

turned rainy, our only shelter would have been

runs and were well on their way to victory.
When the band came out at halftime, all

out the day, had hit the wall. Nicole sympathized with them and made motions toward

eyes focused on the field . Dalton was so
excited that he laughed and danced for five

the door. Despite doing my best to ignore

minutes straight. Mike tried desperately to

milk another 15 minutes out of the day. But

the raised tailgate of the van.
Friends Mike Leopold ('94) and former
SGA president Josh Pringle ('95) also made

I

their way over and joined in our conversations, unaware how each of them would
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night of writing and editing, swearing and
eating, and designing and laughing together as

time was spent talking and reminiscing with
our friends, keeping track of Duke Dog's

A
D
D

of the 1992-93 Breeze staff.
Conversations with people we hadn't

bounce. A potentially disheartening setback
was averted when I successfully begged for 30

my own fatigue, let alone the kids', I tried to

pick out which clarinet player was his sis-

at 8 p.m., a two-hour drive home remained,

ter, and Abigail looked around the stands

and we were all tired. The day had come full

eventually become targets for our children.
Although the intention of those friendly peo-

and said, "Mommy, did all these people go

circle. We had done more than we probably

ple in the alumni tent on Godwin Field had

to college with you?"

should have and walked more in one day

been to give seat cushions for Abigail and
Dalton to use in the stands during the foot-

Midway through the third quarter, given

than we've walked since we were students.

the attention spans of our kids, we decided

But every step and every part of the day had

ball game, the kids wielded them as weapons.

to make our way back to the van. We said

been worth it.

They soon were beating on our guests and
running behind the tables of our neighbors.

our goodbyes with hugs, kisses and promises

They had to be distracted, and that meant

About the Authors

heading to the football game.
Mike, now a professor in the chemistry

When Drew vanEsselstyn ('94) was a JMU student, he was a sports reporter and later news

department at Richmond, was well prepared.

editor for The Breeze. Today he is a sports

He was topped off with a JMU hat, and his

assignment editor for The Washington Post.

coat covered a UR Spiders T-shirt that he
would reveal if the tide turned against the
Dukes. He was also anxious to see his sister
Lauren, a freshman who was playing with
the Marching Royal Dukes.
Before joining the others at the game, I
took Abigail on her own field trip to the moon

It had been too long. +
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During her student days, Nicole Motley vanEsselstyn ('95) had been a news and features

reporter, then news editor and finally editor of The Breeze. She was also involved with
Curio and Chrysalis and worked at the Television Production Center. Currently, after
five years in the newspaper and communications fields, Nicole stays at home with the
vanEsselstyns' daughter, Abigail, 5, and son, Dalton 2. The family lives in Fairfax.
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Weekend

From couture glitz to charcoal briquettes, alumni glammed it up at the
Leeolou Alumni Center Homecoming
Gala and partied down at the Annual
Field Festival and Tailgate.
Alumni from the Classes of 1978, 1983,
1988, 1993 and 1998 joined the JMU community for a repeat country stomp by
Phil Vassar ('85). The 2002 Academy of
Country Music's "Top New Male Artist," tuned up the Convo with his latest
release, American Child. His first CD, a
2000 self-titled release, went gold and
featured the No. l single, Just Another Day
in Paradise and four Top 10 hits.
JMU extended its alumni roster at the
Homecoming Gala by naming Challace
McMillin and Zane D. Showker ('76P)
honorary alumni. For complete Homecoming Gala coverage, see Page 6.
The gridiron Dukes stomped the Richmond Spiders 34 -14 during October's
Homecoming game. The Purple Power
weekend included the annual alumni golf
tournament, a Contemporary Gospel
Singers concert and a Skip Castro Band
performance, hosted by the Class of 1983.
Brunches, lunches and mini-reunions
were hosted by several alumni groups
including integrated science and technology majors, nursing majors, former
Breeze staffers, the Black Alumni Chapter,
Student Ambassadors and five student
Greek organizations.
Students didn't wait for Homecoming weekend to get their purple pride
rolling. Their weeklong celebration
included a Homecoming carnival, the
P urple Power Pep Rally hosted by the
Student Ambassadors, a spirit banner
contest and a Sunset on the Quad talent
show featuring comedy, dance and a
cappella groups.

(From top, clockwise): JMU's own country gold, Phil Vassar ('85), tuned up the Convo at Homecoming 2003. (Inset) Senior Mia Jones won the University Program Board's Rock the Convo competition and the opportunity to open for Vassar's Homecoming concert. Many Dukes have Purple
Power in their hearts, while several literally wore it "on their sleeves" during the Purple Power
Pep Rally. The Marching Royal Dukes drum major leads the 325-piece band during the halftime show. Homecoming weekend was sweeter for JMU's first football coach Cha/lace McMillin.
Three of his gridiron stars - Charles Haley ('87), Gary Clark ('BO) and Scott Norwood ('82)
[not picturedJ- returned home to greet coach and fans.

and stir in some good fun
Photos by Wendell Esbenshade

What do you get when you mix 600 Dukes, 25
bushels of crabs, 300 pounds of shrimp and 400
ears of corn? Even when preparing the ingredients for a plain ol' good time, these Dukes cook
up their purple pride into scholarship gold.
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A crabby dozen: JO Dukes and two future Dukes ham it up.
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It may sound unconventional, but the
Metro Washington Alumni Chapter has
scholarship building down to a science. More
than 600 alumni attended the annual $25a-person Crabfest in September to relax and
reminisce, while profits went to the chapter's Metro Duke Scholarship.
The all-you-can-eat-and-drink Crabfest
is in its eighth year, and the Dukes partied
down, thanks to event coordinators Mike
Jones ('94), Sam Jones ('91) and Mary Jones
('91). Guitarist and vocalist Doug Segree ('92)
entertained alumni with acoustic rock hits
at Fort Belvoir's Soldiers' Statesmen Park.
And event coordinators always remember the
future Dukes; little ones feasted for free on
hot dogs and munchies and wore themselves
out on two inflatable moon bounces.
It may sound a little corny, but this future
Lest you think that all the Metro Dukes
Duke may become a nutritionist.
do is get their grub on, the purple pride of
these volunteers
includes community service. In October, the 2001, 2002
and 2003 Chapter
of the Year Metro
Dukes helped pick up
trash in Vienna for
their semi-annual
Adopt-A- Highway
program. Alumni
also trick-or-treated
for canned goods on
Oct. 30 to benefit
Fairfax's Food For
Others
Food Bank.
Future Dukes work up an appetite on the inflatable moon bounce.

Crabfest master chefand coordinator Mike Jones
('94) serves up some crabs steaming hot.

The 17,000-plus-member Metro Dukes chap ter also sponsors a community career fair
each January.

www.jmu.edu/alumni/metrodukes
- Michelle Hite ('88)

Ready to share your purple pride?
If you have an idea for a chapter event in
your area, contact Anna Tremblay ('02) in
the JMU alumni relations office at (540)
568-6772 or (888) JMU-ALUM.
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KS

and the Emmy goes to ...

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Four alums sat on the edge of their seats
nated for the news special, Charlie Daniels.
June 7 in the Hilton Washington holding their
She has won two previous Emmys for O utbreath to see if their name would follow the
standing News Anchor and for a documen famous words, "... and the Emmy goes to."
tary on the African AIDS epidemic.
Though they don't all work for the same ,
Comcast Spor tsNet sportscaster Steve
television station, these Dukes cover one beat
Buckhantz is a Washington, D.C., native
- the nation's capital. Steve Buckhantz ('77),
with 25 years of broadcasting experience.
Melanie Alnwick ('89), Tracey Neale ('89)
He won an Emmy for a composite piece in
and F. Kevin Sch ultze ('90 ) were nomi the Sports Play- by- Play/Color Announcnated for 2003 National Television Acading category. Since 1997, Buckhantz has led
emy Capital/Chesapeake Bay Chapter Emmy
Comcast Cablevision hoops fans through
Awards for excellence in broadcast journalthe Washington W iza rds' season as playism. The Capital Region is one of 19 chapby-play announcer. This season included
ters of the NTA.
more than 50 live games.
Kevin Schultze, a six-year veteran general
Buckhantz, Alnwick and Neale won Capital Region Emmys for their sports coverage,
assignment reporter for WJLA, was nominated
for Adopting Tony, a news-series feature. He
investigative reporting and news anchoring. "This was Kevin's third nomination,
is a previous winner of the Society of Profesand he did a fabulous job this year, too,"
sional Journalism's Dateline Award.
Alnwick says.
In addition to awarding Emmys , the
She a nd Neale report a nd anchor fo r 1 National Television Academy (formerly the
WTTG Channel 5. Alnwick won a Capital
National Academy of Television Arts and SciRegion Emmy (her third nomination) in the
ences) advances the television, cable and satHard News Series category and then went
ellite industries through educational proj on to win a national Emmy for her 2002
ects, scholarships and publications. It awards
Fox 5 News at 10 investigative report, BurEmmys to television journalists and producied Secrets. (Read more on Page 26.)
ers in six categories including sports, news/
WTTG's Tracey Neale won her Capital
documentary and technology.
www.emmyonline.com
Region Emmy for a composite news piece in
- Lisa Freedman ('05)
the News Anchor category. She was also nomi-

DISTINGUISHED
Alumni Awards Nomination Form
The alumni association is accepting nominations for the 2004 Distinguished Alumni Awards to
recognize distinguished achievement and service
by JMU graduates. Alumni, faculty and staff members, current students, and members of the community may nominate individuals who best represent the qualities recognized by these awards.
The Inez Graybeal Roop Distinguished Alumni
Service Award recognizes alumni whose dedication and volunteer commitment have significantly
enhanced the goals and mission of the university and the alumni association and/or who have
given of themselves for the enrichment of others
and the betterment of their communities. All
JMU Alumni Association members are eligible.
The Ronald E. Carrier Distinguished Alumni
Achievement Award recognizes an individual who
has excelled in his/her respective field for a minimum of five years and has attained recognition
by other professionals or peers as an outstanding, accomplished member of the field. All JMU
Alumni Association members are eligible.

..;;:

Home address
City/State/ZIP - - -- - - -- Phone (day) ___ (evening) _ _ _ __
Class year - - - -- - -- -- Nomination for (check one) D Service D Achievement
Area of service - - - - -- - - -Achievement

(IT IS ESSENTIAL that the person or organization submitting
the nomination(s) send all materials pertinent to the nominee. The
Recognition Committee will not conduct any further research.)

Nomination submitted by
Phone (day) _ __ _ (evening) _ __
If you have questions, please contact Sherry King,
(540) 568-8064 or e-mail kingsf@jmu.edu
Return your nominations to: Office of Alumni Relations,
James Madison University, MSC 4402,
2002 Alumni Dr., Harrisonburg, VA 22807
Fax: (540) 568-3494

NOMI NAT ION DEAD L I N E
D.C. Dukes who cover the nation's capital: Kevin Schultze ('90), Tracey Neale ('89), M elanie
Alnwick ('89) and Steve Buckhantz ('77).
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"You remember what it's like to feel like you
know everything when you're in college?"
The question is
from Stephen Jackson-Clark ('80), a
high school drama
teacher in Tualatin, Ore. He's talking about his decision, back in 1979 when he felt like he knew
everything, to not try out for a friend's play.
"I only wanted to do plays that changed the
world," he explains. "I liked the play- but
I thought, 'this is entertaining."' In other
words, not world-changing.
The play was about damsels in distress,
knights in shining armor and a dragon. And
it was not your typical dragon, but a dragon
with an identity crisis, as Jackson-Clark puts
it, who becomes a vegetarian because he's
tired of wreaking havoc and devouring
young virgins.
Jackson-Clark's
friend, Phoef Sutton ('81), was a fellow JMU student
who eventually went
on to write sophisticated scripts for
Cheers, Newhart and the film The Fan .
Sutton serves as executive producer of

NBC's comedy Coupling, based on the British hit series.
The Pendragon Institute, performed at
the experimental theater in 1979, eventually won Sutton acclaim at the American
College Theatre Festival. He went on to win
the Norman Lear Young Playwrights competition and interned in Hollywood.
Jackson-Clark, instead of acting in Sutton's
The Pendragon Institute, took on the role of
master carpenter and selected the pre-show
music - an anachronistic mix of music by
rock bands including The Who.
"I can frankly say Phoef was more talented than I," says Jackson-Clark, "though
we were both fairly ambitious and wanted
to jump in feet first." The two acted opposite each other in Dial M for Murder and in a
production of Henry IV Part 1 (Sutton played
Prince Hal, Jackson-Clark played Dogspur).
While at JMU, Jackson-Clark participated
in a USO tour to Europe, performing in The
Fantasticks and a variety show.
After graduating, Jackson-Clark knew
he didn't want to go into professional acting. "My two choices were New York and
L.A., and those were not places I particularly
wanted to live." A friend had spent some time
in Oregon, so he and some friends packed
up a truck and headed northwest "to make a
go of it." Jackson -Clark stayed, met his wife,

h--~=......"iverse. Besides theater
and film classes, "I've taught everything from
shop to English to social studies." Every year
he and his students produce three main stage
productions, and for the spring of 2003 he
was tossing around ideas when he thought
of The Pendragon Institute, more than 20
years after its JMU debut.
He'd kept in contact with Sutton sporadically over the years and approached him
about wanting to produce the play at his high
school. Although Sutton was willing, he no
longer had a copy of the script. They had to
call on JMU theater professor Roger Hall to
supply the copy that he'd kept.
"The students and I had a blast," says
Jackson-Clark, although he wasn't sure what
their reaction would be at the beginning.
"I was wary at first, as they were, because it
was an unknown quantity. We did the first
read-through, and as we did the laughs
started to come."
Slapstick comedy and references to Monty
Python resounded with his kids even 23 years
later. Although the play's characters are
straight out of children's fairy tales, JacksonClark says, "some of the kids thought it

was a little racy because he was talking
about virgins."
"I'm a fan of involvement," the high
s chool teacher says, so he expanded the cast
from the original nine to 32 (with Sutton's
approv al). The play ran six performances
over two weekends, and somewhere between
1,200 a nd 1,500 people attended: "We billed
i t as a West Coast premiere."
"This was one of our more popular plays,
once word about sex and swords got out,"
Jackson - Clark recalls.

More than that, though, he says, "The
story is about growing up and finding your
quest." He tries to find plays that "engage
the students and provoke thought." Next
year's season will include Macbeth and T he
Philadelphia Story.
"I suppose if you put on a play and no
one cared, it would be the worst thing of all,"
the dramatic coach ponders. But that would
be nearly impossible when the director and
playwright are JMU grads - and the protagonist is a vegetarian dragon.
- Cara Ellen Modiset t ('96)

News
you can

Madison College alumni events
The Tidewater Chapter will sponsor a
Madison College Alumnae Luncheon on
Ma rch 12. The Eastern Shore Chapter will
host a fa mily-focused boat cruise on March
27. Alumni of all ages are welcome to attend
both events. For more information or to register, please call Anna Tremblay ('02), alumni
chapter coordinator, at (540) 568 -6772.

Make some new memories
Spring 2004 reunions for the Classes
of 1939, 1944, 1949, 1954, 1959 and 1964
will be held on ca mpus April 23 and 24.
If you haven't received your reunion invitation packet, please contact Sherry King
in the Office of Alumni Relations at (540)
568-8064.

Alumni association cites JMU

45

duo for honorable service
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The JMU Alumni Association honored
Robert Kolvoord and Patricia Buennemeyer with the 2003 Distinguished Faculty and Service Awards. Kolvoord is an
integrated science and technology pro fessor, and Buennemeyer directs JMU's
O ffice of Sponsored Programs.
Kolvoord was cited for excellence in
teaching a nd for professional activities
outside the classroom. He is the creator
of Great Outdoors, Digital Indoors, a program that focuses on teachers' application of Geographic Information Systems
and Global Positioning Systems. Buennemeyer's award recognizes service to JMU
and the greater community. While guiding faculty members through the grantseeking process, Buennemeyer has been
committed to JMU's research endeavors. She coordinates JMU's involvement
in the National Conference on Undergraduate Research, which supports student research. She has also received the
Hartford-Nicholsen Award, presented
by the Society of Research Administrators International.
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STAY IN TOUCH
To submit a class note for publication in Montpelier, please refer to the class note submission form
and instructions on Page 47.

1928
Meet the next Diamond Duke
No, she's not the newest
member of the JMU baseball team ; she's Lucille
Jones Clark Smead
('28), who visited with
JMU President Linwood
H. Rose during her 75th
"diamond " reunion last
spring. Smead, who lives
on St. Simon Island, Ga. ,
is a former member of the State Department of
Education. She traveled through the commonwealth persuading superintendents to incorporate speech and hearing programs into each school
district. Smead has met five JMU presidents and
remembers the Roaring '20s at the State Teachers College. "There wasn't much to roar about in
Harrisonburg," she laughs, "except maybe CocaColas with the boys." Rose says, "LuciUe is a model
for us all. Cutting wit, engaged mind and an unselfish heart. I wish all of our current students could
know this lovely lady."
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19 4G
Classmates have raised more than $50,000 for the
Class of 1946 Endowed Scholarship, which supports a Virginia resident student with strong academic abilities. To contribute to th e fund, call
(800) 296 - 6162.

19G2
Nancy Wilkinson Quinn retired to Mathews. She
lives on the water with her husband, Hugh, and they
enjoy remodeling, fi shing, sailing and crabbing.

19G5
Jacqueline Hudson Butler retired after 30 years of
teaching business education in Virginia Beach.
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19G7
Mary Martha Fortney serves on the Board of Directors of Women in Housing & Finance.

19G9
Judeth Haskins Blonski leads an interfaith dialogue group as an interfaith minister in Oceanside, Calif.

197D
Carol Burke Davis and her husband, Charlie, have
retired in Florida after both completed their 30th
year of teaching in New Jersey.

1975
James Dickson is a lawyer in the Bank of America Building in Harrisonburg.

S Catherine Elick ('77M) earned the Ben and Janice Wade Award for outstanding classroom teaching

performance. Elick is a professor and chair of the
English department at Bridgewater College.
Deborah Nackley Turner earned a doctorate in
counselor education from the College of William
& Mary in August.

197G
Karen Dahle, professor at the University of Alabama-Birmingham, was named to a three-year term
on the editorial board of Focus on Autism and Other
Development Disabilities. Dahle teaches in the UAB
School of Education's Department of Leadership,
Special Education and Foundations. She has written numerous journal articles and a book chapter
on educating children with autism. She has served
the National Council for Exceptional Children and
the Alabama State Department of Education's Division of Special Education Services.

1979
Lynda Whitley Harding earned a master's in
Christian education from the Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian School of Christian Education.

198D
Mark Johnson is a practice manager at Oracle Corp.
providing technical support services to the Department of Defense's military healthcare system.

19 83
Kevin Cannard is a neurologist in the U.S. Army.
He volunteered to serve in Operation Iraqi Freedom and is stationed at a combat support hospital outside of Baghdad, Iraq. He earned a Bronze
Star for meritorious service.
David Letson is a tenured associate professor
of marine affairs and economics at the University of Miami.

19 84
Brian Gilley teaches graduate and undergraduate
economics at Duke University.

S Kim Booker Hundley was named WilliamsburgJames City County 2004 Teacher of the Year. Hundley
teaches kindergarten and is the minority achievement
leader at Stonehouse Elementary School. Hundley has served in Williamsburg for eight years and
previously taught in Charlottesville for 11 years .
She is also interim president of the WilliamsburgJames City Education Association.
Rob Pait is director of global consumer electronics marketing at Seagate Technology in Longmont,
Colo. He lives in Fort Collins with Suzanne and
their children, Matthew, John and Olivia.
Neil Price is a U.S. Foreign Service supervisory contracting officer for the U.S. Agency for International
Development. He serves in Baghdad, Iraq.

S Special education teacher Robin A. Rodgers was
named Hanover County's 2004 Teacher of the Year.
She has taught at Cold Harbor Elementary since
1988. While at JMU, Rodgers began working with
Special Olympics. "I began spending time in local
elementary schools," she says, "and I immediately
fell in love with these special kids and the idea of
being a teacher."

Marian Brown Suter retired after 29 years of teaching in Rockingham County schools. For JO years
she was a substitute teacher and teacher of homebound children. She then spent 19 years teaching
English at Spotswood High School. Suter earned the
Virginia High School League's Lifetime Achievement
Award for longtime service to the VHSL.
Thomas Utz completed the Wackenhut Corp.'s
supervisor professional development program.

1985
Katie Carter Lemon is a stay-at-home mom to
Sarah, Matt and David. She and her husband are
raising their family near Boston.

198G
Ralph Brown III is an associate professor of history at Lees-McRae College.
Robert Helms is regional sales director of the Reston office of Rapid gm Inc. of Pittsburgh, Pa.
Patricia "Trish" Tompkins Woodson is branch
director of De Paul Family Services in Danville.
She also owns and operates Generations Counseling and Consulting Services LLC. She and Mac
live in Danville.

1987
Cynthia Williams Chalker is associate director of
admissions at Barnard College in New York City.

All Rise! The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
unanimously for J. Timothy McDonald
while he represented the administrator
of the Delta Air Lines Inc. Pilots Pension
Plan. McDonald, a partner with Rogers
& Hardin, secured the ruling for the administrator
of the plan on May 7, 2003, when the court ruled
unanimously for No. 02-469, Black & Decker Disability Plan v. Nord. The decision settled a division
among the Circuits on the propriety of the "treating
physician rule" and involved an Employee Retirement Income Security Act disability plan that provided benefits for eligible disabled employees of
Black and Decker. Since McDonald's case involved
a similar Employee Retirement Income Security Act
issue, he won his case by the same unanimous verdict. McDonald, originally from Westwood, N.].,
earned his law degree from Case Western in 1990
cum Laude and was admitted to the New Jersey and
Pennsylvania bars in 1990. He is a member of the
American Bar Association Section of Labor and
Employment Law, Employee Rights and Responsibilities Committee. The Atlanta Business Chronicle listed the Rogers & Hardin firm as one of the
top 25 law firms in Atlanta in 2003.

1988
Steph en Duchelle is an assistant vice president
at Circuit City.
Cyndi Wilson Young ('89M, '92Ed.S.) was named
2002 Virginia School Psychologist of the year by the
Virginia Academy of School Psychologists.

1989
Mariea Gill Benton is a senior technical project
manager for The Network Group, which manages Web development and software application projects.

Marilyn Goldman Carolan is an account manager
at WeddingChannel.com and WEDDINGBELLS
magazine. Her husband, Richard, is a television
news producer at CNBC, and they live in Maplewood, N.J., with daughter, Haley Rose.

Stacy Rollins Wood is CHAN senior manager of
adult services/director of St. Joseph's Health System
Audit Services. She and Christian live in Atlanta.

Gabrielle Taylor Donnelly is a part-time national
sales executive for Johnson Diversey. She lives in
South Riding with Mike and their children, Brendan, Brock and Haven.

Kristen N. Holt earned her law degree from Southwestern University School of Law.

Alexandra "Alex" Dapolito Dunn is an environmental attorney and general counsel of an association of city water officials in Washington, D.C.
Chris ('87) is owner of National Scouting Report
of Northern Virginia, which assists high school
athletes in making college choices.

Michelle Stefan Blanton represented the District of
Columbia in the 2002 Ms. United Nations Pageant
in Anaheim, Calif., placing in the top 10. She is vice
president of the North Charleston MOMS club.

Carla Anderson Tyree is head of the English
department at Franklin County High School. She
lives in Rocky Mount with Alan and their children,
Michaela and Daniel.

Frank "Buddy" Gadams renews and restores old
buildings in the Norfolk area.

19 90
Tim Hutton works as a liaison for AH&T's Surety
and Bond Department.

Elaine Little Oakes is a Mary Kay independent
executive senior sales director. She earned her
sixth free car (including her third pink Cadillac)
in February. Her husband, J. Lynn ('91), is group
director of contracts at SAIC in McLean. The couple lives in Oak Hill with their children, Brenner
and Graene.

19 91
Suzanne Wolfe Hedgepeth earned a master's in
counseling from the Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando in May.
Beth Walker Ma works in the development office of
Agnes Scott College. She and Gin live in Atlanta.
Dale Meyerhoeffer works for Sigma Capital Management in New York City as a portfolio manager
of the firm's utility hedge fund.
Becky Carawan Rich is a graphic designer for
CapitalOne Inc. She lives in Mechanicsville with
Tom and their children, Haley Marie and Madeline Grace.

19 92
19 93

1993
Jennifer Bilodeau Morgan and Mike live in Potomac
Falls with their son, Edward "Ned" Michael, born
12/26/01.
Deborah Katz Rycus is a senior manager for creative
services at Highlights for children. She lives in New
Albany, Ohio, with Jeremy and their son, Max.

1994
Gabriel "Gabe" Crerie is an assistant principal at
Union Grove High School. He finished his specialist degree in educational leadership at Georgia State University. His wife, Michelle Jessop, is
a fourth-grade teacher. She earned a master's in
early childhood education at Piedmont College.
The couple lives in McDonough, Ga., with daughters, Abigail and Olivia.
Stephanie Day Davis earned an elementary teaching license from the University of Virginia. She and
Mark live in Roanoke with their son, Brandon.
Corey Hill was promoted to director of the Administration and Capital Project Division of the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation. Hill's division is responsible for managmg
capital projects, facilities management, budget
oversight and grants programs. Hill oversees the
Dulles Corridor Rapid Transit Project, a $3.4 million, 23- mile expansion of the Metrorail System
in Northern Virginia.

Don't miss your
•
reunion
1939, 1944, 1949, 1954, 1959 and 1964

April 23-24, 2004
For more information, call (540) 568-8064.

To GET THE FULL
VALUE OF JOY, YOU
MUST HAVE SOMEONE
TO DIVIDE IT WITH.
-MARK TWAIN

David Hummel opened a dental office in Mount
Airy, Md. He and his wife, Shayna Hughes ('95),
live in New Market, Md., with their son, Scott.
Five-time collegiate All-American Tiombe Hurd
placed fifth in the women's triple jump at the Pan

MADISON COLLEGE
TO MAGNOLIA MANOR
When her elderly aunt
was admitted to Magnolia
Ma nor, an assisted living
community in Smithfield,
Millie Dixon ('46) became a
regular volunteer. And when
her aunt died, Dixon never found it in her
heart to leave Magnolia Manor. Find ing
one's passion in life often occurs at the
least expected time.
Dixon, who worked for the Newport
News Shipbuild ing Credit Union for 20
years, came out of a 24-year retirement
and joined the staff of Magnolia Manor
as resident and life services coordinator in 1989. Dixon says she entertained
thoughts of "What am I doing?" But the
sm ile on her face reassures anyone who
may wonder how much she loves what
she is doing.
Dixon spends her days a t Magnolia Manor planning both in-hou se and
off-premises activities for the residents,
including today's origami class. Expecting her slightly aged hands to fumble with
the paper swan, Dixon folds her new creation with precision. "I've never done this
before, I swear," she says, as she assists residents with their projects. Various activities, from weekly manicures and exercise
classes to afternoon movies and craft projects, fill the residents' agendas, thanks to
Dixon's creativity. When not working at
the center, she spends her time running
personal errands for the residents.
"Sharing time with the residents is what
I love most about my job, especially the
times I can lead the group to reminisce and
share funny memories," she says.
Most residents come to Magnolia Manor
late in life, after spending 40 or 50 years
in their own homes. Making the transition from a private home to the "family of
residents" as smooth as possible is Dixon's
priority. "Sharing time with residents is
like sharing days with a large fami ly," she
says. "Even simple activities like having ice
cream can be fun. Bonding with the residents and helping them become part of the
family truly brings me pleasure."
Dixon's job requ ires the passion and
energy usually found in 20- or 30-somethings, but she says that the day she retires
wi ll be the day she "wakes up and no lon ger h as a desire to go to work. The thing
is, that day has not come. So I g uess the
director will just have to ask me to retire.
I only have one speed - forward."
- Kyra Papafil ('04)
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American Games in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in August. Hurd leapt 44 feet, 10
3/4 inches.

GOLF PRO BREAKS
THE GRASS CEILING
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Tara McKenna ('89) is com pletely at ease working in
the Tatnuck (Mass.) Coun try Club. After all, she has
been a self-declared country
club brat since age 5.
The first female head golf pro in the
!OS -year history ofTatnuck Country
Club, McKenna is proud to have left the
JMU women's golf team able to pursue her
love of the male-dominated game. "Few
women break from the ranks into posit ions of leadership," she says. "It's a little better as Annika Sorenstam and Susy
Whaley become better known by playing
in the male-dominated PGA tour."
McKenna, who walked onto JMU's team
in 1985, earned a B.A. in psychology. She also
earned a sport psychology degree at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.
"During my time at UNCG, I considered
turning professional," she says.
With recent controversies of segregated memberships and tee-time disadvantages, discussions on what is right a nd
what is fair come into play for all involved
in the sport. McKenna says that she does
not agree with Martha Burk's tactics or
her target of the Augusta Cou ntry Club.
"Now that I have broken the grass ceiling,
so to speak, and have earned my first head
professional job, I have learned that when
you look at discriminatory policies at golf
clubs, you must consider what we're critiquing - private clubs," she says. "From the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, to the LPGA,
there is separation everywhere. Private clubs
are entitled to their choices as to whom
to admit. IfBurk had succeeded, it would
not have encouraged little girls to take up
the game or kept down the attrition rate
of women leaving the game."
Many private clubs, including Tatnuck,
admit both male and female members or
designate certain hours as ladies' or men's
only tee preferences. McKenna says this
helps some women be more comfortable on
the course, "as they will often be embarrassed to play if too many men are around.
Women can excel in the teaching area and
ca n be incredibly successful."
As for the fu tu re of golf, McKenna
says, "I would love to see someone open
a women -only club someday, but I'd rather
see tee preference based on pace of play. Put
all the slow pokes - regardless of skill or
gender - at the end of the line."

- Kyra Papafil ('04)

1995

2000

Former JMU soccer player and coach Carrie
Proost is in her ninth season with the Hampton
Roads Piranha of the United Soccer League Women's League W- 1 division. Last summer, she joined
the New York PowerWUSA team for its July 12 win
over the Carolina Courage. Proost is the Dukes'
career assist record-holder and played on JMU's
first team in 1990. She served as JMU's assistant
coach from 1997 to 2003.

Laurie Aymes Bilgihan is a registered nurse in
the liver transplant ICU at UCLA Medical Center. James ('99) works in the film industry at Clairmont Camera Rental House.

Edward Travers ('98Ed.S.) is clinical director of
Family Violence Prevention Services Inc. He is a
licensed professional counselor, licensed continuing
education provider and a licensed clinical supervisor. He is a member of the Texas Council on Family Violence and has published two books: Ethics

of the Rainbow: Meeting the Needs of Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual and Transgendered People and The Counselor's Helpdesk.
Elizabeth David Whitehead ('96M) an d her husband, Scott, teach in the Roanoke County public
school system. They live in Roanoke.

19 96
Class mates of Craig M. Blass h ave
awarded the first Craig M . Blass Memorial Scholarship to Benjamin Baker ('OS)
vice president ofTheti Chi. Blass died
in the World Trade Center on Sept. 11,
2001. Baker accepted the award during a scholarship
donor luncheon during Homecoming 2003 weekend. To contribute to the Craig M. Blass Memorial
Scholarship fund, please contact the JMU development office at (800) 296-6162.
Jenny Biondi Anderson a nd Cory ('97) are
teachers at Virginia Episcopal School. They live
in Lynchburg with their children, Logan Tyler and
Jordan Taylor.
Roy Firestone composes and creates original scores
for films and television. His music is featured on the
Comedy Central's show, I'm With Busey. Firestone
lives in the Westwood area of Los Angeles.
Michelle Kitt earned her M.Ed. in curriculum and
instruction, instructional design and development
from George Mason University. Sh e is a p roject
manager for operations in the school management
division ofK12 Inc. in McLean.

19 97
Russell Reed is a computer support technician for
the Albemarle County school system.
Capt. Steve Wood earned a Bronze Star for service
in Operation Iraqi Freedom while serving with TF
3-7 Infantry (Mechanized ) with the 3rd Infantry
Division in Iraq. He is currently serving in Baghdad with fellow alumnus Capt. Niel Smith.

19 9B
Owen Harleman, a Marine first lieutenant, departed
on a six-month deployment while assigned to the
13th Marine Expeditionary Unit, based in Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

19 99
Dana Caruso earned a master's degree in social
work from Stony Brook University in May.

2001
Rebecca Heitfield earned a master's degree in public health from George Washington University. She
is a patient representative at Inova Fairfax Hospital in Falls Church.
Kimberly Michele Sweet Smith works in marketing
for a software company in Herndon. Victor Alan
Smith Jr. works for E*Trade Financial in Arlington. Married in July, the couple honeymooned in
Turks and Caicos and live in Leesburg.

2002
Beth McNamara signed with the WUSA soccer team,
the Philadelphia Charge, last summer. Un fo rtunately, the WUSA folded in August. McNamara was
a three-time All-CAA player and four-year starter
for JMU. She was co-recipient of JMU's 2002-03
Female Scholar Athlete of the Year award.
Adam Rinder joined the RGL-Forensic Accountants and Consultants San Francisco firm as a staff
accountant. Rinder served as officer of finance for
the Madison Marketing Association and was a quality council representative for the College of Business. Prior to joining RGL, he was a staff accountant with Niwao & Roberts CPAs in Wailuku,
Hawaii. Headquartered in Denver, RGL has 22
offices worldwide.

2003
Vera Dianova is one of 52 people who earned
$8,000 Phi Kappa Phi Graduate Fellowships for
2003-04. Dianova earned a B.S., double-majoring in international affairs and economics with
concentrations in comparative politics of Europe
and general economics. She also studied French
and technical translation as minor programs. A
resident of the United Kingdom, she will pursue
post-baccalaureate studies at the London School
of Economics.
Kelly Williamson of Ri chmond is the night
food and beverage manager for the Omni Hotel
in Richmond.

W(OOINCS
198 Ds
Joyce Lee ('88) to Mark Bentz ('85), 4/1 2/03.
David Thomas ('88) to Amy Forster, 6/8/02.

199 Ds
Beth Skolnicki ('93) to Timothy Weese, 5/10/03.
Beth Anne Howie ('94) to Cliff Stanford, 6/28/03.
Wendi Jean Jackson ('94) to Richard Cimino,
6/21/ 03.
Elizabeth David ('95, '96M) to Scott Whitehead,
6/21/03.
Carey Nicodemus ('95) to Matthew "Matt" Foster, 10/ 19/02.
Kelly Elizabeth Yeagley ('95, '97M) to Brian Matthew Schriver ('96) , 5/10/03.
Melissa Smith ('96) to Chris Larson, 7/ 19/03.

Michael Jay Wissot ('96} to Alison Wi enir,
8/10/03.
Jason Harclerode ('97) to Astrid Edinger ('99) ,
5/10/03.
Kirn Cheree Hayslett ('97) to Raymond Joseph
Gajan III, 6/7/03.
Staci King ('97} to Ryan Dennis {'96), 5/3 1/03.
Michelle LoVuolo {'97} to John Militello, 5/24/03.
Christina Maycen {'97} to James Thompson III,
6/14/03.
Gena Carnooso {'98} to John Alexa {'99), 5/31/03.
Elizabeth Glasser ('98) to Benj amin Sibley,
7/25/03.
Melissa Lentini ('98, 'QOM) to Gregory Markotsis, 5/31/03.
Jennell Morris ('98) to Christopher Alexander,
5/24/03.
Jake Perez ('98} to Catherine Nesmith, 5/3 1/03.
Shannon Williams ('98} to Joe Shifflett, 8/10/02.
Christine Bosker {'99} to Christopher Li, 6/7/03.
Jennifer Gates ('99} to Shane Rogers, 6/2 1/03.
Carrie Ann McCabe ('99} to Michael Lane Halpern, 8/16/03.
Leslie McGlaughlin ('99) to Benjamin Hunter
Pellegrin, 6/21/03.
Melissa Schanz ('99) to Andrew Jay Kose r,
11/2/02.

200 01
Laurie Ayrnes ('OO) to James Bilgihan ('99),
6/22/03.
Elizabeth Page Conner ('OO, '02M) to D aniel
Meador, 10/02.
Molly Hansen ('OO) to Jason Good {'93}, 6/7/03.
Leanne Larrick ('OO) to William Sco tt Cook ,
6/14/03.
Tiffany Michelle Mirabile ('OO) to Jam es " Jim"
Holland Foreman III, 9/28/03.
Kathryn Scott ('OO) to David Rexrode ('01),
5/31/03.
Lisa Stewart ('OO) to Craig Leahy ('99}, 8/24/02.
Mary Carmen Rude ('O 1) to Ricky Lee McVey II,
7/26/03.
Jeanette Stanig ('Ol) to Asher Murphy, 4/27/02.
Kimberly Michele Sweet ('Ol) to Victor Alan
Sm ith Jr. ('01), 7/12/03.
Alise Kerrine Maloney ('02} to Benjamin Allen
Kowalski, 9/13/03.
Emily M. Obriot ('02) to Kevin D. Hoch ('Ol ),
8/31/03.
Sarah Rudman ('03} to Shawn Christoffer Reid,
6/15/03.
Missy Montegomery ('03} to Daniel B. Currin
('02), 6/21/03.

FUTURE DUKES
19 80s
Dennis Eppard ('82) and Carol, a son, C hristopher Norman , 7/14/03.
. .
Patrick Butters ('83), twin d aughters, Jillian and
Naomi, 11/30/ 02.
Jacqueline Powell Swain ('83) and Michael, a son,
Justin , 2/23/03.
.
David Lets on ('83) and Erin, a daughter, Amelia
Ayse Zoe, 6/4/0 3.
Joni Shell Dodd ('85) an d Gary, a son, Jam es
Gary 12/ 1/ 02.
Mel;nie MacDuff Haus ('86} and Mark, a son,
Adam Lig hter, 7 /11/03.

.....

Shannon Taylor Kidder ('87} and David, a daughter, Lauren Elizabeth, 6/ 18/03.
Andrea Olsen Burns ('88} and Franklin, a daughter, Emma Ha nnah, 8/5/03.
Kyle Ritchie ('88) a nd Lisa, a son, C hase Anthony,
9/4/03.
David Thomas ('88) and Am y, a daughter, Morgan
Elizabeth, 4/ I 0/03.
Mariea Gill Benton ('89} and Brad , a daughter,
O livia Belle, 2/4/03.
Monti Lunsford Board ('89} and Curt, a son, Colson Patrick, 4/20/03.
Marilyn Goldman Carolan ('89} and Richard, a
daughter, H aley Rose, 6/9/03.
Ashley Bielick Cornicello ('89} and Richard ('87),
a son, Gavin Richard, 4/7/03.
Alexandra Dapolito Dunn ('89) and Neil ('87), a
son, Sean Christopher, 5/8/03.
Jeannie Bunch Gay ('89) and Dax, a daughter, Caroline Tessa, 10/3/02.

1990s
Nicole Bryan Healey ('90} and Tim ('89), a son,
Andrew Thomas, 9/26/02.
James Hoffman ('90} and Marah , a son , Q uin n
Conroy, 5/15/03.
Tracy Camp Johnston ('90) and Dan ('88), a daughter, Jordan Cate, 6/ 13/03.
Elaine Little Oakes ('90) and J. Lynn ('9 1), a son,
Graem e Wyatt, 2/18/03.
Cherie DeRonja Sharp {'90} an d Kevin, a daugh ter, Sydney Jane, 4/8/03.
Christine Quaid St. Germain ('90) and Mark, a
son, Luke Joseph , 6/ 21/03.
Vicki Intrabartolo Ellis ('91 } and D an , a so n,
Christopher Michael, 5/13/03.
Jenny Saunders Krese ('91, '94M} and Chris, a
daughter, Elle Anne, 4/ 8/03.
Dale Meyerhoeffer ('91 } and M ichelle, a daughter, Stella Mae, 12/3/02.
Becky Carawan Rich ('91} and To m, a daughter,
Madeline Grace, 1/22/03.
Michelle Jett Robinson ('91) and Larry, a son ,
Jesse Logan, 6/19/03.
Jennifer Botta Badolato ('92) and Blake, a daughter, Julia Marie, 10/9/02.
John Cornell ('92} and Deborah, a daughter, AnnaGrace Helen, 8/4/03.
Megan Hoke Cuff ('92) an d Kevin, a daughter,
H annah Elizabeth, 5/12/03.
Beth Shelton Daniels ('92) and Austin , a son
Kyle, 5/9/03.
Cynthia Hines Miller ('92) and Ben, a son, Zachary Hines, 5/3/03.
Panila Miller Loder ('92} and Rob, twin daughters,
Alexis Grace and Jamie Lynn, 5/14/03.
Tammy Graham Noboa ('92} an d Arie ('9 3}, a
daughter, Maya Joli, 7/4/02.
Jennifer Riggs Pate ('92) and Russell, a daughter,
Loron Grace, 4/ 17/03.
Cara Turner Slevin ('92} and Frank, a son, Samuel
Thomson, 3/19/03
Terri Meeker Springer ('92) and Jed ('96), a son,
Maxwell Robert, 3/18/03.
Pamela Johnson Viers ('92} and Kevin {'93}, a son,
Benjamin Owen, 2/3/03.
Michelle Stephan Blanton {'93) and Brett, a daughter, Reilly Aine, 11/23/02.
Bonnie Griffiths Fass ('93} and Len, a son, Logan
Robert, 7/17/03.
Kristine Hee Gordan ('93) and Tim othy, a son,
Michael Wiliam , 12/12/02 .

SCORING IN HOLLYWOOD

Erin ('96} and Soon Hee Rettig ('96) have
achieved a great deal of success in Hollywood from film scoring t o acti ng to
audio mixing.
Both music majors, Erin and Soon H ee
bega n thei r careers ea rning accolades in
the music industry. Erin, a professional cellist, has performed w ith o rchestras around
the world and with artists like Ray Charles
and Shakira. Soon Hee has performed with
many orchestras and quartets and has written orchestra pieces for FJH M usic Co. in
Florida, wh ere she was a full -time musi cian for Walt Disney Corp.
After living in Florida for four years after
graduation and establishing success as musicians, the couple m oved to Los Angeles to
pursue careers in the film ind ustry. Erin is
an audio engineer for Technicolor at Hollywoods' Weddington Stud ios, where he specializes in film sound effect editing, design
and m ixing. His company worked on Vin
Diesel's A Man Apart and Bruce Willis' Tears
of the Sun. He also ser ved as production
recording mixer for commercials for GAP,
PetCo, CBS daytime and Coca-Cola. '"I'd
like to continue working on film projects,
but I'd also like to be m o re active in film
producing," he says.
Soon Hee and Erin served as associate producers for the film Ghost Rock, and
Soon Hee also wrote the score. "Aside from
composing and acting, I see myself producing and d irecting my own films:' says Soon
Hee, a second-degree black belt in tae kwon
do. 'T m having fun utilizing my martial arts
skills in films," she says.
Erin says, "We work in an extremely competitive industry, but the rewards of working
with the best in the business, and the feeling
you get when you watch a m ovie you had a
hand in creating, are well worth the effort:'

- Sally Duff ('03)

HAVE DUKES' PASSPORT,

WILL TRAVEL
Are you an alumnus, current o r retired professor or staff m ember, JMU paren t or donor in
the hospitality and tourism field? If you own or
operate a B&B, motel, restaurant - or if you
wow guests as the chef o r golf pro - p lease
com p lete Monty's Dukes Passport Web Survey
at www.jm u.ed u/ monty. We want to let traveling D ukes everywhere know how to find you
- or possibly include you in a Montpelier story
o r Web listing.
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Lisa Harman Hopper ('93) and Michael {'92),
adopted a son, Anth o ny Alexander, bo rn 3/4/02,
adopted 10/22/02.
Darren Hurlburt ('93 ) and Kristie, a da ughter,
Isabelle Grace, 6/2/03.
Karen Young Kalas {'93) and David, a daughter,
Susanna Elizabeth, 5/30/03.
Amy Thompson Larkin ('93) and Brian , a daughter, Jordan Kath ryn, 1/29/03.
Kim Tufts Lewis ('93) and Carl ('92), a daughter,
Tate Caroline, 1/2/03.
Sheila Hughes Mason ('93) and Scott, a daughter,
Sydney Marie, 3/20/03.
Michelle Averette McKinney ('93) and Mark ('92 ),
a daughter, Cameron Julia, 5/23/03.
Melissa Roish Sanne ('93) and Jay, a son, William
Maxwell, 4/25/03.
Suanne Nash Wohlford ('93) and Neil, a daughter, Rachel Nash, 1/15/03.
Sharon Stow Acosta ('94) and Jim ('93) , a daughter, Hartley Jane, 6/1 0/03.
Catherine Barnett Capilongo ('94) and Jeffrey, a
daughter, Ashley Elizabeth, 6/ 14/03.
Stephanie Day Davis ('94) and Mark, a son, Brandon Arthur, 2/2/03.
Karla Nemeth Dawson ('94) and Steven, a daughter, Nicole Katherine, 4/ 11/03.
Alyssa Taylor Fortin Edwards ('94) and Ian , a
daughter, Jayne Taylor, 8/1 5/03.
Carrie Norris Hall ('94) and Ian ('95) , a daughter, Grace Isabella, 11/9/02.
Erika Chvala King {'94) and Carl , a da u ghter,
Annika Corinne, 11/9/02.
Caryl Grebowski Maltese ('94) and Chris ('93) , a
daughter, Sophia Caris, 1/ 18/03.
William Onesti ('94) and Kelly, a son, Eth an
Steere, 8/8/03.
M. Brent Saunders ('94) and Alice, a daughter,
Lucy Myers, 5/19/03.
Neil Sherman ('94) and Suza nne, a son , Samuel
Henry, 5/3 1/03.
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WHO LOVES YA, BABY?
Meet the )MU alumni who write, photograph
and design for Montpelier-your classmates
working for your magazine.

s
I

T

y

Melanie Rowan ('OO) designs

Montpelier features, )MU arboretum publications and other campus pieces. She was a stay-at-home
mom and active volunteer in her
children's schools for years. Rowan's family moved to Harrisonburg in 1997,
where she decided to complete her undergraduate degree. As an adult student at )MU,
Rowan says, 'Tm glad I had the freedom to
choose a career in which I could express my
creativity." Rowan began her career as a graphic
designer in JMU's university relations office
and now freelances full time. A Master Gardener, she volunteers for the )MU arboretum
and directs its Christmas decorating class. "I
consider the arboretum a wonderful opportunity for )MU to share with the community;'
says Rowan, whose family is keeping up the
)MU legacy tradition. Her daughter, Caitlin,
is a freshman. She and Gary have a son, Cody,
who is a junior in high school.

Tara Smith Sherman ('94) and Jared, a son, John
Patrick, 6/21/03.
Kristen Smola {'94) and Rob, a daughter, Maitland Paige, 5/27/03.
Daniel J. Strunck ('94) and Lisa, a daughter, Michaela
Elizabeth, 3/26/ 03.
Beth Hemmeter Tober ('94) and Glenn, a son,
Alexander Glenn, 6/22/03.
Alicia Stevens Williams ('94) and Sean, a son,
Aidan Patrick, 10/15/02.
Shayna Hughes Hummel ('95) and David ('94), a
son , Scott David, 3/ 28/ 03.
Steve MacKinnon ('95, '98M) and Angela, a daughter, Lillian Katherine, 12/27/02.
Amy Patton Rogers ('95) and Aaron, a daughter,
Leah Cameron, 4/19/03.
Sarah Barry Shane ('95) and Fred , a son, Aidan
Jeffrey, 4/ 27 / 03.
Jason Travis Sterling ('95) and Renae, a son, Brady
Louis, 6/12/03.
Christy Callan Wood ('95) and James, a daughter,
Caroline Callan, 3/ 1/03.
Judy Bullard Hanlon ('96) and Todd ('95), a son,
Jackson Stone, 4/11/03.
Alicia Pannell Hubbard ('96) and Tshombe, a
daughter, Alexis Ann, 5/ 23/03.
Catherine Ingalls Mensch {'96) and Jeff, a son,
William Timothy, 7/ 18/03.
Karen Bosserman Myers ('96) and David, a daughter, Madeline Elyse, 7/ 27/03.
Pamela Heflin Strieffler ('96) and Kevin, a daughter, Madelyn Lawson, 7/1/03.
Max Surikov ('96) and Wendy, a son, Brady Matthew, 7/23/03.
Jeff Taylor ('96) and Jenny, a son, Jonathan Paul,
11/26/02.
Susanne Cordyack Whitehouse ('96) and Colin,
a daughter, Emily Paige, 4/4/03.
Sarah Woodall McCrum ('96) and Andrew, a son,
Nolan Andrew, 11/14/02.
Julie Reichelt Wright {'96) and Stephen, a son,
Luke Stephen, 4/ 3/03.
Amanda Cruickshank Baily ('97) and Donald
('OO), a daughter, Rachel Leia, 4/4/03.
Kelly Kreiger Bohi ('97) and Jim, a daughter, Emelia, 5/23/03.
Amy Rohrer Richards ('97) and Robert ('98), a
daughter, Madison Elizabeth, 3/13/03.
Heather Cruden Campbell ('98) and Scott, a
daughter, Lauren Alynn, 5/26/03.
Tim Indoe ('98) and Meghan, a son, Craig Francis, 6/ 22/03.
Susan Branner MacDonald ('98) and Christopher,
a daughter, Kyla Rae, 7/ 24/03.
Brandy Palmore Arnold ('99) and Jim, twin daughters, Maggie Palmore and Carson Myers, 6/9/03.

2000s
Katherine Runey Copeland ('OO) and Robert, a
daughter, Caroline, 5/ 6/ 03.

IN MEMORIAM
Elizabeth Gaines Pollock ('28), 2/ 12/03.
Mildred Reynolds Chapman ('29) of Nassau,
N.Y., 2/ 5/02.
Marian Smith Harris ('35) of Charlotte N C
Wlro3.
, . .,
Joan Kirby Smith ('48) of Cary, N.C., 6/25/03
Elizabeth Thrash Brady ('55) of Melbourne, Fia.
12/16/02.
'
Eleanor Wright ('63) of Vienna, 2/8/03.

EX LIBRIS
Books and music by JMU Alumni

10 Years in 5 Days
2003 Howland Ensemble
By Hal Howland ['73)
Key West composer and former Washingtonian Hal Howland (' 73) has released a
retrospective jazz CD, 10 Years in 5 Days.
Called "eloquent, modern and first-clas s"
by Stereo Review, the CD was awarded Best
Jazz Recording and Best Debut Recording
by the Washington Area Music Association. The CD features Howland on Gretsch
drums, Paiste cymbals and gongs, and
Vic Firth sticks, brushes and mallets.
Six other musicians appear on the CD,
which includes eight Howland compositions. Howland has released two other
recordings with the Howland Ensemble,
a self-titled CD and Reiko.
www. halhowland.com

Images of America,
Harrisonburg
2003 Arcadia Publishing
By Scott Hamilton Suter ['85)
ISBN 0-7385-1558-2
Bridgewater College English professor Scott
Suter ('85 ) and Cheryl Lyon published a
photographic history of their native region.
Seventh and eighth generation residents
of Rockingham County, the pair have collaborated on museum exhibits depicting
the history and culture of the Shenandoah
Valley. This collaboration contains historical descriptions of more than 200 rare,
vintage images of Harrisonburg, first settled in 1737 by members of the Thomas
Harrison family.
www. arcadiapublishing.com

Blue Ridge
Parkway Impressions

1
·
. 1
·

2003 Farcountry Press
By Cara Ellen Modisett ['96)
ISBN 1-56037-252-4
Photographers Pat and Chuck Blackley team
up with Cara Ellen Modisett ('96) to produce an 80-page exploration of the 469-mile
Blue Ridge Parkway, which is protected as
a national park. The nonprofit Friends of
the Blue Ridge Parkway, a 4,500-member
organi zation based in Roanoke and celebrating its 15th anniversary in 2004, provides the preface. Modisett, a frequent contributor to Montpelier, is associate editor at
Leisure Publishing, publisher of Blue Ridge
Country and The Roanoker. The Blackleys
are a photographic and writing team who
work throughout North America.
www.montanamagazine.com

Pat Julius {'87) of Arlington, Va.
"It's interesting; I lived on campus all four years.
I walked everywhere. I knew every building,
both old and new. But buildings are just buildings. It was the people who made JMU what it
is. Madison is not so much a place to me. It's a
community of people. People are still friendly at
Madison today, even though it's grown."
That sense of community remains JMU's most beloved quality, and Pat wants to keep it strong. He has stayed involved

in the university since he graduated in 1987, participating in his alumni chapter and even serving as the president of
the JMU Alumni Association. He has been a faithful donor to the Madison Fund and the Duke Club. Ongoing support
like Pat's truly reflects the strength of the university and its fund-raising effort. And that makes all the difference.
There are all kinds of ways to make a difference at JMU. To learn more, please contact the Madison Fund at (800) 296-6162
or at the Leeolou Alumni Center, MSC 4401, JMU, Harrisonburg, VA 22807 or www.jmu.edu/development.

~------------------------------------------------------,
CLASS NOTE
Have a baby?

Did you get married?

Full Name (include maiden) -

------------

------------

Class Year_ _ _ _

Address - - - -- - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - -- - City _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ __ _ __,State
Phone: home (

ZIP _ _ __

_ _ _ _____ work (

E-mail _ __ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __
Spouse (include maiden)

_ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __

JMU Class Year

The alumni office welcomes news for class notes that is no more than a year old. Please send notice after weddings
and births have occurred and after degrees have been completed. Is this a wedding notice? Did you remember to
include both spouses' names (including maiden), class years, wedding date and hometown? Is this a birth announcement? Did you remember to include both parents' names, class years, child's name and birth date?
Please submit your class note to: JMU, Office of Alumni Relations, Leeolou Center, 2002 Alumni Dr., MSC
.. . 4402, Harrisonburg, VA 22807 or visit www.jmu.edu/alumni/ClassNote.html _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Find a new job?

Please anticipate that it will take approximately six months, or two issues, for your class note to appear in Montpelier We appreciate your patience.

•
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My Dream
THANKS to the thoughtfulness of Peter
and Phyllis Pruden, I received a full scholarship to study in JMU's respected Teacher
Educa ion Program and the Honors Pro'
g,r a · causeofthePrudens' generosity,
i,;a «tJ e to work toward my dream of
coming a schoolteacher. And because
their gift to JMU is an endowment, my
scholarship is renewable every year. Well,
as long as I keep up my grades-which
I fully intend to do. After I graduate, the
Prudens' gift will fund this scholarship in ~
perpetuity so that other students may pursue their dreams. The world needs good
teachers today. More than ever, the Prudens
and I want to fill that need.

How an endowed scholarship works:
When you endow a JMU scholarship with as little as $25,000, the JMU Foundation invests your gift in long-term
securities, and it goes to work accruing interest. Each year, part of that interest is reinvested to keep the principal
growing. The remainder of the accrued interest funds the scholarship award.
There are all kinds of ways to make a difference at ]MU. To learn about them, please contact Wendy Jaccard, director of donor relations, at
(800) 296-6162 or write to her at the Leeolou Alumni Center, MSC 4401 , ]MU, Harrisonburg, VA 22807.
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